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CHAPTER |

The Monktons of Wincot Abbey bore 2 sad character for
want of sociabilty in our county. They never went to other
people’s houses, and, excepting my father, and a lady and her
daugher living near them, never received anybody under
their own roof

Proud as they all certainly were, it was ot pride, but dread,
which kep them hus apart from their neighbors. The family
had suffered for generations past from the horrible afliction
of hereditary insanity, and the members of it shrank from ex-
posing their calamity to others, as they must have exposed it
i they had mingled with the busy itle world around them.
There s a fightfl sory of a rime committed i past s by
o of the Monktons, near relatves, from which the first ap-
pearance ofthe insanity was always supposed to date, but
needless for me o shock any one by repeating it It is enough
o say hatat intervals almost every form of mdness ppeared

che fumil,

a

one or two yet o be related, from my fher.

At the period of my youth but three of the Monktons were
leftat the Abbey — Mr.and Mes. Monkton and their only child
Alfred, heir to the property. The one other member of ¢his,
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the clder branch of the family, who was then alive, was M.
Marktons youngsrbrther Sisphen, He vt an el
i, possessing a fine et
eniely o dhe Continent,and borethe reptaton ofteinga
Thef

in Scotland; bt he lived almost

communication with i as with their ncighbors.

1 have already mentioned my father, and a lady and her
daugher, as the only privileged people who were admitted
into Wincot Abbey.

My fther had been an old shool and callege friend of M
Monkton, and accident had brought them so much togecher
in later lifethat their continued intimacy at Wincot was quite
intelligible. L am not so well able to account for the friendly
terms on which Mrs,Elmslie the lady o whom | bave lluded)

relted to Mrs. Monkton, and my father was her daugher's
I

0 me strong enough to explain the infimacy between
Mrs. Elmsle and the inhabitants of the Abbey. Intimate, how-
ever, they certainly were, and one result of the constant inter-
change of visits between the two familiesin due time declared
Sl M Monkton's som i s Eles dughtes bncame
attached to cach other.

Thad no opporéuities of secing much of the young lady:
Lonly remember her at that time as a delicate, gentle, lovable
i th very oposte i appearancs and apparely ncar-

ellins love with each othe:
ieovered.and s fr fom being disapproved by che parents

ent was soon

6
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on ither side. I all essential points except that of wealth, the
Elmslies were nearly the equals of the Moktons, 1nd want of
money ina bride wasof no consequence to the heir of Wincar,
Alfed, it was well known, would suceeed to thisty thousand a
year o his facher’s death

“Thus,chough the parents on both sides thought the young
people not old enough o be married at once, they saw no ra
som why Ada and Alfred should not be engaged to cach oth-
ex, with the understandin that they should be united when
young Monkton came of age, in two yearstime The person to
beconsulted in the matter, aftr the parents, was my father, in

‘ He

had shown itself many years ago in Mrs. Monkton, who was
e lless, a it was significantly called,

her husband's cousin, Th

Homor he bine possbilyof s reppearing one day i the
children of his friend's only daughter; and he positvely re-
fised his consent o ¢he marriage engagement.

“Th rsult s ht he doors o she Abbeyand e dors
of Mrs.Elslie's house were closed to him. This suspension

had laseed bu a v

Mrs. Monkion died. Her husband, who was fondly attached
o her, caught a violent cold while attending her funcral The
ol was nelctedand sl on s angs.In e monis

ter of the grand old Abbey and the fir Py spread all
around it

7
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At this period Mrs. Elmslic had the indelicacy to endeavor
 second time fo procure my fither’s consent to the marriage
engagement. He refused it again more posicively than before
More than a year passed aveay. The time was approaching fase
when Alfred would be of age. [ returnes from college o spend.
the long vacation at home, and made some advances toward
ettering my acquaintance with young Monkton. They were
evaded  certainly with perfect polceness, but stllin such a

Any mortification I ight have felt at this petty repulse under
ordinary circumstances was dismissed from my mind by the
occurrence of # real misfortune in our houschold.For some
months past my father's health had been failing, and, just a¢

irveparable calamity of his death.

This event, through some informality or error in the late

Mr.Elmslics i, left the future of Ada's life entirely a her

mother' disposal. The consequence was ¢he immediate rati-

ficaton of the marringe engagement to which my father had

s0 seadily refusd his consent. As soon s the fret was pub-
cof M

who were acquainted ith the reports affcting the Monkton
Family, ventored to mingle with theis formal congratulations
one or two significant references o the late Mrs. Monkton and
some searchin inguirics s to the dispositon of s son

Mrs. Elmsle aleays met ehese polite bints wih one bold
form of answer. She first admitted the existence of these re-
ports about the Monktons which her frends were unvilling
0 specify disineel, and then declared that they were infa-

8
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7 I
he kindest the
of human beings. He loved study and retirement; Ada sym-
pathized with his tastes, and had made her choice unbiased:
f any more hints were dropped about saerificing her by her
marriage, those hints would be viewed as 5o many insults to
her mother, whose affction for her it was monstrous tocallin
question. This way of alking silenced people, bt did ot con-
vince them. They began o suspect, what was indeed the actual
truth,that Mrs Elslie was  selfish,worldly grasping woman,

daughter: .
i for consequences as lon as she saw Ada mistress of the
greatest establishment in the whole county
I scemed, horwever, as if there was some fataliy at work
o prevent the attainment of Mrs Elmslies great object i life
Handly was one obstacle o the illomened marriage removesd
by my aeher's death before another succeeded it in ¢he shape
of anxicties and difficlties caused by the delicate state of
da's health 11 dthe
resultof their advice was that the marriage must be deferred,
d chat M

reside in a warmer climate — the south of France, if | remens-
ber rightly Thus it happened that just before Alfred came of
age Ada and her mother departed for the Continent, and the
union of the two young people was understood to be indef-

510 what Alfred Monkton would do under these ciroun
stances. Would he follow his lady-lore? would he go yachting?
woukd h throw open the doors ofthe old Abbey at lsk, and

9
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endeavor to forget the absence of Ada and the postponement
of his marriage in a round of gayeties? He did none o these
things. He simply remained at Winco, lving s suspiciously
serange and soltary a life as his facher had fived before him.
Literally, there was now no companion for him at the Abbey
but the old priet — the Monktons, 1 should have mentioned
before, were Roman Catholics — who had held the office of -
torto Alfred from bis carlies years, He came of age, and there
s ot even so much as  private dinmer-party at Wincot to

it i t0 thir bovses.
Gecine il isors lled reslaely ach Abbey,and were
s resolutely bowed avay froms the doors a soon as they had
Teft their cands. Under this combination of sinister and aggra-
vating circumstances people in al dirctions took to shaking
heir heads mysteriously wher the ame of Mr. Alfred Monik-
ton was mentioned, hinting at the fmily calamity, and won-
o h

he could possibly do to occupy himself month after month in
the lonely old house.

The right answer to this question was not easy to find Ie
was quite wseless,for ex ample, to apply o the pries for it He

and dat
an fmmense quantity of information; but when they came to
be reflected on, it was universally observed that nothing fan-
sible could ever be got ut o them, The housekecper, a weind
okd womn, with a very abrupt and repelling manner, was too

10
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fierce and taciturn to be safely approached The fewindoor ser-
vants had all been long enough in the family to have learned
0 hold thei tongues in public a5 a regular habit. It was only
from the farm-servants who supplied the table a the Abbey
chat amy information could be obtained, and vague enough it
was when they came to communicate it
Some of them had observed the “young master” walking
his hands.Och-

ers had heard odd noises in the uninhabited parts of the Ab-

ey, bad looked up, and had scen him forcing open the old

windorws, a5 i o et it and ai into the rooms supposed to
b

standing on the perilous summit of one of the crumbling tur-
rets,never ascended before within their memories, and popu-
Tarly considered to be inhabited by the ghosts of the monks
who had once possessd the buiding. The resul of these ob-
servations and discoveries, when they were communicated to
others, was of course to impress every one with a firm belief
chat“poor young Monkton was going the way that the rest of
che family had gone before him,” which opinion aways ap-
peared to be immensely strengthened in the popular mind by
a convition — founded on no particle of evidence — that the
priest was at che bottom of ll he mischie

“Thus far have spoken from hearsay evidence mosely. What
Thave next o tellwill b the result of my own personal experi-

i
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CHAPTER 11

About five months after Alfred Monkton came of age 1 eft
college, and resolved to amuse and instruct myself a litle by
eraveling abroad
At the time when | quitted England youn Monkton was
il leading his seclude Iife at the Abbey, and was, in the
opinion of everybody, sinking rapidly, i he had not already
succumbed, under the hereditary curs of bis family. As to the
Elmslies, report ssid that Ada had beneited by her sojourn
abroad, and that mother and daughter were on their way
back to England to resume their okl relations with the beir
of Wincot. Before they retumed I was away on my travels, and
wandered half over Europe, bardly ever planning whither |
should shape my course beforchand. Chance, which thus led
e led me at last to Naples. There | met wih an
ol school frend, who was one of the attaches at the English
sy, and e began the xrordinaryevents n conec

me everyrher

story L am now relat
Twas idling away rl\e Gime one moming with my frend the

Vil Real, whe
e soung e wakin oo el by
friend.

12
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ooy | ecognised the k. caper ey th colrls
checks, ehe srangely-vigilant ansious expression which | re-
membored n as s s charcersic o Aled Monkions
fa cher

he gave me unasked the information of which [ was i search.

“That is Alfred Monkion,” said he; *he comes from your
past of England. You ought 0 kow hi”

“Ldo knonw  ltle of him,” | answered: “he was engaged o
Miss Elmslie when 1 was last i the neighborhood of Wincor
Ishe maried to her yee?”
and he never ought to be. He has gone the way ofthe

of the fanily — or,in plainer words,he has gone mad.”

“Nad! But 1 ought ot to be surprised at hearing that,afier
the reports about b in England”
speak from o xeports; speak from what he has said and.
done before e, and before hundredsof therpeople Surcly
you st have heard of i€

et bsnoue o €h vy ofnews rom Napls
g oo ps

ien 1 have a very extraordinary story to tell you. You

oo o o e o o tephen Monkion,
Well, some time ago this uncle fought a duel in the Roman
States wih a Frenchman, who shot him dead. The seconds and
the Frenchman (who was unhurt) took to flight in different
directions, as 3t s supposed. We heard nothing here of the
details of the duel il 3 month afeer it happened, when one
of the French journals published an account of i, aken from
e papers eft by Monkton'ssecond, who died at Paris of con-
sumption. These papers sated the manier in which the duel

3
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wras fought, and. how it terminated. but nothing more. The
surviving second and the Frenchman have never been raced
from that tme (o this. All that anybody knows,therefore, of
the duel is tat Stephen Monkton nt which
nobody can reget,for @ geater scoundrel never existed. The
exact place where he died, and what was done with the body
are sill myseries no to be penetrated”

ut what hasall this o do with Alfred?”

“Wait a moment, and you vll hear. Soon afte the news of
death reached England, what do you think Alfred
7 Heacually pat o s marsiage wich s Hsle, which

s then about to be celebrated, to come out b

Fahe b place o is witched scamp o an uncle nd 10
porwer on easth will now induce bim o return to England and
to Miss Elmslic unéil he has found the body, and can take i¢
back with him, o be buried with all the ther dead Monktons
in the vaul under Wincot Abbey Chapel. He bas squandered
his money, pestered the police, and exposed himself to the
sidicule of the men and the indignation of the women for the
st three monehs in trying to achieve his insane purpose, and
ismow as fa from it a5 ever e will not asign to anybody the
smallest motive for his conduct, You can't lnugh him out of e
o reason bim out of it When we met him just now, 1 happen
toknow that he was on his way to the offce of the police min-
ister, 10 send out fresh agents to search and inguire through
the Roman Statesfor the place where his uncle was shot. And,
mind,all this ime he professes o be passionstely in love with
Miss Elmlie, and to be siserable at his separation from her.
Just think of thael And then think of his self-mposed absence

1
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from her here, to hunt afer the remains of a wreteh who was

a disgrace to the family, and whom he never siw but once or

e i his e, OFall the ad Morlkions;as chey wed 0
11 them in Engl

prinipal xciement i hisdll persssson; hugh o my
Engl

delmor eady o dspis i chan o bugh s
e Elmslics then
“Intimately. The other day my mother wrote to me from
England, afer having seen Ada. This escapade of Monkton's
hr riends.The

ey

break off the match, which it seems she could do if she liked.

Even her mother, sordid and selfish as she i, has been obliged

atlah i comman ey s with the et of ¢he il
i he b

e
b insanity; declares he gave her a good reason in secret for

e ot i the ol Abbey,and can ke i sl b

e Nothing shakes e
She has made up her mind to throw away her lfe on him, and
she will doic”

“1 hope not. Mad as s conduct lokes to s, he may have
some sensible reason for it that we cannot imagine. Does his
mind seem at all disordered when he talks on ordinary top-

"Not in the least When you can get him to say anything,
his notof Decducated

hi

Keep silence about his precious errand here, and you would

15
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fancy him the gentlest and most temperate of human beings
bt touchthe b of b vgsbond of e, nd he

Monkion madness comes out directly. The other night a lad
ke bim sinly of sours, wheeher he had ever seen it
uncle's ghost. He scowled at her lke a perfect fiend, and sad
b

day,iFthey came from hell o do it We laghed at his words,
but the lady finted at his Jooks, and we had a seene of hyster-
fes and hartshorn in consequence. Any other man would bave
been kicked out of the room for neatly fightening a pretty
woman to death in that way; but ‘Mad Monkton, as we bave
christened i, is  privileged hunatic in Neapolitan societ,
because e s sn;hdh sood-ooking, and worth thirty thou-
dayear. He.

ey et sy e b o Tt i e scrs
of the place where the mysterious duel was foughe. If you are
introduced to him he is sure to sk you whether you know

you have answered him,unless you want to make sure that he
s out of bis senses. In that case,only talk of bis uncle, and the
result ill ather more than satisfy you”

Aday or two aftr this conversation with my friend the ar-
tache, 1 met Morlton st an evening pasty.

‘The moment he heard my name mentioned, bis fce lushed
up; he drew me avay into a corner, and referring to his cool

tance,asked my pardon for what he termed his inexcusable in-
seattude with estress and an agitation which utterly
stonished

16
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friend had said he would, about the place of the mysterious
duel.

An extraordinary change came over him while he interro-
gated me on chis point Instead of looking into my face as they
d fixed them-

Inost ercely,eich P
wall at our side,or on the vacant space between the wall and
ourselves, it was impossible o say which. had come to Naples
from Spain by sea, and briefly fold him s0,as the best way of
satisying hins that | could not assst is ingiris. He pursued
them o furcher; and, mindfil of my friend's warning, | took

at me directly,and, as long s we stood in our corner, his eyes

never wanderad avay again to the empey wall or the vacane

Though more ready to lsten than to speak, his conversa-
tiom, when he did talk. had no trace of anything the least like
imsanity about it He had evidently read, ot generally only,
bue deeply as wel, and could apply his reading with singular
elicity to the llustration of slmost any subject un
sion, neither obiruding his knowledge absundly, nor conceal-
ing it affectedly. His manner was in itself  standing protest
aginst such a nickname as “Mad Monkton” He was s shy,so
i actions, 1
should have been almost inclined to call i elfeminate. We
hiad a long alk together on the frst evening of our meeting
fen s fervard, and never | P
portunity of bettering our acquaintance. | lt that he had tak-
en a liking to me, and, in spit of what | had heard about his

 discus-

7
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behavior to Miss Elmlie, i spie of the suspicions which the

him, | began to like “Mad Monkton” as much as he liked me.
X d safled

often along the shores of the Bay on cither side. But for two
cccentrictiesin his conduct, which | could not at all under-
stand, I should soon have felf as much at my ease in his socity
asifhe had been my own brother

“The first o these eccentricties consisted in the reappear-
ance on several occasions of the odd expression in his eyes
which [ had first seen when he asked me whether [ knew any-
thing about the duel No matter what we were talking about,
or where we happened to be, there were times when he would
suddenly look away from sy e, now on oneside of
on the other, but ahways where there was nothing fo see, and
always wih che same intensity and fierceness i bis eyes This
Tooked so ike madness — or hypochondria at the least — that
el afaid to sk im about it and ahways precended ot to
observe him

“The second peculiaity i his conduct was that he never
referred, whilein my compans. o the reports about his errand
atNaples,and never once spoke of Mis Elmsie,or ofhis et
Wincot Abbey. This not only astonished e, but amazed those
who had noticed our inimacy, and who had made sure that
st b the depositary ofal s secrets But the tine was near
at hand when this mystery, and some other myseries of which
Thad no suspicion a that period, were all to be revealed

Iimet him one night at a arge ball, given by a Russian no-
bleman, whose name 1 could ot pronovnce then, and cannot

®
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remember now. | had wandered away rom reception-room,
ball J cardsoom, to @ small

f the palace. which was half conservatory, balf boudoir,
and which had been pretily lluminated fo the oscasion with
Chinese Linterns Nobody was in the room when | got there.
The view over the Mediterranean, bathed in the bright sofi-
nes of ltalian moonlight, was so lovely that | remained for
2 lon time at the window, looking out, and listening to the
dance-music which frinely reached me from che ballroom. My
thoughts were far away with the relations | had left in Eng-
Land, when 1 was startled out of them by hearing my name
softly pronounced.

Hooked round directly, and saw Monkton standing in the
soom. & lvid paleness overspread his face, and bis eyes were
cumed away from me with the same extraordinary expression
in them o which ave already alluded

‘you mind leaving the ball early to-night?” he asked,
still not ooking at me.
ot at all”said L “Can 1 do anything for you? Are you

Vo = at leass nohing 1o spsk of Willyou come tomy
A( once,if youlike”

. mot at once. | must go home directly; but don' you
come to me for half an hour yet You have not been at my
rooms befor,  know, but yor will esily find therm ot they
are close by. There is a cand with my addvess | must speak to
you to-night; my lfe depends on it. Pray come for Giod's sake,
come when the half houris up”

19
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I promised to be punctual, and e left me direcely.
Most peaple will be m)y able o imagine the state of ner-
wous impatience and vaga expectation in which | passed the
loeed period of delay,afet hesring sueh sords e chose
Monkton had spoker to
expired 1 began o make my way out through the ballroom.
Ac the head of the staircase my friend, the attache, met

“What! going away already?” Said e

Yesandonverycurosexpaliion.am gingtoMosk:
ton'srooms, by his onen invitatior

Vo dost mesn 4 Upon my horor,yoze 2 bold ellowe
to trust yourself alone with Mad Monkton when the maon is
at the fall”

e ll, poor fellow. Besides, 1 don't think him half as
mad as you do.”

“We won'tdispute sbowt that; but mark my words, he has
ot asked you to g0 where no visitor has ever been admitted
before withont a special purpose. 1 predict hat you willsec or

of your life”
We parted. When 1 knocked at the courtyard gate of the

, though Uhad laughed
wwhen he spoke them, 1 began to suspest even then that his
prediction would be e

20
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CHAPTER 111

The porter who let me into the house where Monkton lived
directed me to the floor on which bis rooms were stuated On
Heheand
my footsteps, 1 suppose, for he calld to me to come in before
Teould kno
T entered, and found bin: siting by he table, with some
I his hand, which

a packet. | noticed, as he asked me to sit dow, that his ex-

yet lefe his face. He thanked me for coming; repeated that he

had something very important to say to me; and then stopped

short, apparently too much embartassed to proceesd. I trid to

set him at his ease by assuring him that, if my assistance or
dvice could be of any use,

time hearily and wnreservedly at bis service

As T said this  saw hiseyes beginning to wander avay from
my face ~ to wander slowly,inch by inch, s it were,until they
stopped at a certain poin, with the same fixed stare into va-
caney which had o ofen startled me on former occasions The
whole expression of his fce altered as 1 had nevr yet seen i¢
alter;he st before me looking like  man in a death-trance.

21
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“You are very kind,” he said,slowly and fainely, spesking,
ot 0 e, bt in the direction in which bis eyes vere sl
fixed “Cknow you can help me; but —

He stopped; s fce whitened horribly, and the perspira-
tion broke outall overit. He tried to continue — said aword.
o — then stopped again, Seriously alarme about him, | rose
from my chair with the intention of getting him some water
from ajug which Lsaw standing on a side-table

He sprang up at the same moment. All the suspicions | had
ever heand whispered against hissanicy flashed over my mind
in an instant, and involuntasily siepped back a pace o two.

“Stop.” he sid,seating himselFagain; Jm\n\\md mesand
don'tleave yous chair. [ want — 1 wish, if y ke
el shersion, beore we sy anyeing e, Do o misd

Thad hitherto been seated in the shade of bisreading Jamp,
e only lght in the room.

As L answered him he rose again, and, going into anoth-
ex apartment, returned with a large lamp in his hand; then
took o candles from the side-table, and two others from the
chimney piece; placed therm all, o my amazement, ogether, so

as to stand exactly between us, and then tried to light them.
i hand cembie s ht e sl t0 g up che

ik e s off e esdingmp afer 1 it he a:lm

<oncentration of ight between us,his better and. xcm[cr man-
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ner began to return, and while he now addressed me he spoke
without he slghtest hesitation

"l i useless to ask whether you have heard the reports
about me.” he said: “I know that you have. My purpose to
night is 0 give you some reasonable explanation of the con-
duct which has produced those reports. My secret has been

¢ t0 your keeping, with a special obect which vill appear as |
50 0. Firs, howerer, | must begin by elling you exactly what
obliges me to be
England. 1 want your advice and your help; and, to concel
nothing from you, | wan also to tst your forbearance and
your friendly sympathy, before | can venture on thrusting my
miserable sccret into your keeping. Will you pardon this ap-
parent disérust of your frank and open character — this ap-
tingratiud

first met?
Toegged bim not to speak of these things, but o go on.
am e to recover the

and incomprehensible in such a purpose as mine s, and rea
this newspaper article where the inkline is traced. I s the
only evidence hitherto obtained on the subjest of the faal
duel in which my uncle fell and I want t hear what course of
prssslin the el of may st oy s iyt b
best on my part
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He handed me an old French newspaper. The substance of
what | read there s sill so firmly impressed on my memory
bt | am certain of being able o repent correcly ac this dis-
tance oftime allthe fces which it s necessary for me to com-
municate o the reader

“The artcle began, | remember, with editorial re
the great curiosity then felt in regard to the fital i
oween the Count St Lo and Mr.Stephen Monikton, an Enlish
gentleman, The writer proceeded o dwvell at great length on
the extraordinary secrecy in which the whole afr hid been
imvolved from first o last, and to express a hope that the pub-
lication of 4 certain manuseript, to which his introductory
observations referred, might lead to the production of fresh

. Monkton's second, who had died at Paris of a rapid de-
cine shortly afte returing o his home n that ity from the
scene of the duel. The document was unfinished,having been

wish to find it continued. No reason could be discovered for
this, and o second manuscipt bearing on the all-important
subjeet had been found, afer the strictest search among the
papers lefe by the deceased
“The document itself then followed
I purpored 0 b an agrecment privately drawn wp be-
dther

St Lofs second, Monseur Dalville and contained a satenent
of all the assangements for conducting the ducl. The paper
e dted Naples, Febriary 2247 i dvded nfo some
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nature of the quarrel — a very disgraceful affir on both sides,
worth neither remembering nor repeating; The second clause
cdth;

weapon, and the challenger (an excellent swordsman), hav-
ing,on his side, thereupon insisted that the duel should be
foughtin such

st
bl follow the hostile meeting, determined, firstof all that

beke i
that the place where it was to be fought should not be made
known beforchand, even to the principals themselves It was
added hat this excess of precaution had been rendered abso-
Tutely necessary in consequence of a recent address from the

with the utmost rigor
“The third clause detailed the manner i which it had been
arramged that the duel should be fought
The pistols having been loaded by the seconds on the
ground, the combatants were to be placed thinty paces apart,
and were totoss up for the first fre.The man who won was to
advance ten paces marked out for him beforehand — and was
Fhe missed,

‘opponen, the latter was ree to advance, if he chose,the whole
remaining twenty paces before he fired in his turn. This ar-
rangement nsured the decisive termination ofthe due at the
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the pistols and both s and second
el hemslss o e e 0 ity

he fourth clause staed that the seconds had ageeed that
el o e oghe o f e Nespelon s, b
left themselves to be guided by circumstances as to the exact
Toealityin which it should take place. The remaining clauses,
s far a5 1 remember them, were devoted to detaling the di-
ferent precautions to be adopted for avoiding discovery. The
duclists nd their seconds were to leave Naples in separate
parties were to change ca eral imes; were to meet
e coraim town, o, g s, ¢ 4 et Pt ouse on
the high road from Naples to Rome; were to carry drawing-
books, color boxes,and camp-stools,a if they had been arcists
out n  shtcin o and v 0ol t0 b place of
the duel on foot, employing no gui des,
S general et thoe and otbers o st
the fghe of the survivors afee the affie was over, formed the
conclusion ofthis extraordinary document, which was signed,
i initials only. by both the seconds.

Just below the nitials appeared the beginning of & narra-
e, dated “Paris”and evidently intended to descrbe the ducl
itself wich extreme minuteness, The hand-wricing was that of
the deceased second.

Monsieur Foulon, tire gentleman in question, stated his
beliefthat cireumstances might transpire which would render
an account by an eyevvitness of the hostile mesting betwreen

Loand M He J
therefore, as one of the seconds, to testify that the duel had
been fought in exact accordance with the terms of the agree-
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ment, boch the principals conducting themselves like men of
gallantry and honor (). And he further announced that, in
‘onder not to compromise any one, he should place the paper
containing bis testimony in safe hands, with strict directions
it it ras om 0 account to be opened except in a cae of the
Jast emergency.
Afer thus preamble, Monsicur Foulon related that the duel
hiad been fought two days after the drawing up of the sgree.
ment,in  Jocality to which accident had conducted the ducl-

besn el ssonin o reiosamngement he Coun .
Lo had won the tos for the first fire, had advanced bis ten
d shot his opponent in the body. Mr. Monikeon
ot el 1 bt saggered forand some s 1
seven paces, discharged his pistol ineffectually a the count,

stated that he tore 4 leaf from his pocketbook, wrote on it 2
brief description of the manner in which Ms. Monkton had
died,

organized on the spot for safely disposing of the dead boy:
What this plan s, or what was done with the corpse, did
ot appear, for a this important point the nareaive abrupely
broke off.

ote n the newspaper merely sated the manner in
which the document had been obeaine for publicrion, and
sepeated the announcement contained in the editor’s intro-
ductory remarks, that no continuation had been found by the

27

Slaace nirchaca Imana tn DNE Convartar ar |


http://www.verypdf.com/tif2pdf/tif2pdf.htm

Please purchase Image to PDF Converter on |
WILKIE COLLINS

1
have whole substance of what I read, and have
mettoned i et st ko V. Srephen Mnktons
death.

When 1 gave the newspaper back to Alfred he was too
much agitated o spesk,but he reminded me by  sign that he

what consequences might not follow any want of caution on
sy pact, and could think at first of no safer plan than ques-
toming; him carefully before | committed mysef cicher one
way o the othe:

“Will you excuse e i sk you a question or ewo before 1
sive you my adviee?”sad |

e odded mpatiently.

“Yes, yes — any questions you like”

“Were you at any time in the habit of seeing your uncle

frequenty”

“Unever s bim more than ticein my e — on each oc-
casion when L was  mere child

"“Then you couk have had o very strng prsonal regand
for hiny?

“Regand for him 1 should have been ashamed to fecl any
regand for him He disgraced s wherever he went

“May 1 ask if any famsily motive is involved in your ansicty
o recover bis semains?”

“Family motives may enter into it among others — but why
doyou ask?”
esause, having heand that you employ the police to assis
your search,  was ansious to know whether you had stimulat-
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ed he superiors to make them do their best i your service

ey sl projs which s brouh you b

e o reasons. | pay for che work [ vant done, and,in

s o my by, e i e ot s
i the d badl

acquainted with the hnguagl‘ 0o mthing 10 belp my-
AL The authoritis,both at Rome and in dhis place pretend
o assist me, pretend to search and inguire as | would have
chem search and inquire, and do nothing more. T am insulted,
Laughed at, almost to my face”
“Da you not ehink it posible — mind, | have no wish to
excuse the misconduct of the authorites, and do not share in
any such opinon myself — but do you not think it likely that

Nt i crnest” e cred, savting up and confontng me
fiencely, with wild eyes and quickened breath."Not in earnest
You think I'm ot in earmest too. | know you ehink i, thovgh
you tell me you don't Stop; before we say another word, your
‘own eyes shall onvinee you. Come here — only for a minute —
only for one minute!

Tiollowed him into his bedroom, which opened ot of the
sting o, At e sdeof i bl sond g uckin cse
of plin wood,upward ofseven et i e

“Open the lid and look n,” he sid, ot e
e so that you can see”

Tobeyed his directions, and discovered to my asonishment
that the packing-case contained  leaden coffin, magnificently
emblazoned with the arms of the Monkton family, and in-
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sertbed in old-fashioned leters with the name of “Stephen
Monkton.” his age and the manner of his death being added
undernenth.

“Ikeep s coffin ready for him,” whispered Alfred, close at
my ear.“Does that look like earnest?”

It Tooked more like insanity — 50 lke that | shrank from
answering him.

“Yes yes! I s you are convinced.” he continued quickly:
“we may go back into the next room, and may talk without
restaint on either side now.”

On returning o our places, | mechanically moved my chair
avvay from the table. My mind was by this time in such a sate
of confusion and uncercainey about what it would be best for
me o say o do next that  forgotfor the moment the position
he had asigned to me when we lit the candles. He reminded
meof this dircetly.

“Don't move avay,”he ssid, very earnestly; “keep on seting
in the light; pray dol 111 soon tell you why I am so partien.

about that. But fise give me yous advice; help me in my
et distrss and suspense, Remember,you promised e you
would”

I made an effort to collect my though
was useles to reat the affis otherwise than seriously in bis
presences it would have been cruel not to have advised him as
Thestcould

“You know” 1 said, “that two days fter the drawing up of
the agreement at Naple, the duel was fought out of the Nea-
politan Sates This fact has o course led yor o the conclusion

and succeeded It
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Roman teritory?”

“Cortinly;the search, such as it s, has been made there,
and there only.IF]can belive the polce, they and their agents
have inguired fo the place where the ducl was fought (ofcr-

) all along che bigh road from Naples to Rome. They have
also circulated — at lerst 50 they tell me — descriptions of the
dulists and their seconds; have left an agent to superintend

tionesd a5 meetingpoints i the agreenent; and have endeav-
ored, by correspondence with foreign authoritcs o trace the
‘Count St Lo and Mosicur Dalvill to their place or places of
refsge All these eforts, supposing them to have been really
made, have hitherto proved utterly fruitless”

“My impression is” said I, after a moment’s consideration,

R s to be made in vain, As o the disc
unele's remins,that s, | ehink identical with the discovery
of the place where he was shos for those engaged in the duel
would certainly not risk detection by carrying 4 corpse any
distance with them in cheir light. The place, hen, i all that
e want to find out. Now lt us consider for a moment, The
dueling-party changed carriages; raveled separately, owo and
wo; doubtless took roundabout roads; stopped at the post-

blind;walked, pert deable

Depend .

time out o the fwo days — chough they might start a sunrise
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and o stop it - o tignforvand rveling. My

wwho conducted the search, | should only have pursued it par-
allel with the frontier,starting from west to east il I got up
e mountains. Tha

you think it worth anyehing?

His e fushed all over in an instant. 1 chink it an inspic
sation!” he cried. “Not a day is o be lost in carrying out our
plan. The policear mot to be trusted wic . s st my-
selfto-morrow morning;and yo

e sopped: s e grew saddenly ples he sighed vl
his eyes wandered once more into the fixed look at vacancy;
and the rigid, deathly expression fistened again upon all his
features.

must tell you my secret before | talk of to-morrow,” he

proceeded, frintly. “IF T hesitated any longer at confessing ev-
erything, [ should be unworthy of your past kindness, unswor-
ehy of the help which it is my last hope that you will gladly
ive me when you have heard

1hegged him to wait until he was more composed, until
he was better able to speaks but he did not appear o notice
arhat 1 said. Slowly, and struggling s it scemed against himi-
self, he turned a letle away from me, and, bending his head

v the trble, sapported s on his hand. The packes of etsrs
with which I had seen i occupied when | came in lay just
beneath his eyes. He looked down on it steadfastly when he
next spoke to me.
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CHAPTER 1V

“You were born, 1 believe, i
haps,therel: have heard
which ol

the tradiions of Wincox Abbey

“Uave heard of such a prophecy.”Lanswered, “but T never
onew i what erms 8 was expressed. I profosed to preict
the extinction of your family,or something of that sort,did it
not?”

"No inquiries” he went on, “have traced back that proph-
ey to the time when it was first made; none of our fansly re-
cords tell us anything of ts origin. OId servants and old ten-

heard it o
srandfachers The monks, whom we succeeded in the Abbey in
Hienry the Eighth's tme, got knowledge of it n some way, for |

have been preserved from  very remote period, written on
 blank leaf of one of the Abbey manuscripts. These are the
verses,if verses they deserve to be called:

Whens in Wirscot vaulta place
Waits for ne of Monkton's ace
When that one forlorn shall i
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Graveles under open sky.
Beggared ofsx feet of earth,
Though lord of acres from bis irth —
Thatshall b a cetain sign

Ofthe end of Monkion’slnc
Dwindling ever fuster,fuster,
Dwindling o the lastlcf master;
From martal ken, from lightof day,
Mankton's race shal pass way.

“The prediction seems almost vague enouigh to have been
ttered by an ancient oracle” sid 1 observing that he waited,

“Vague or not, it is being accomplished.” he returned. “I
am now the ‘ast-Ieft master’ — the last of that clder line of
our family at which the predicion points; and the corpse of
Stephen Monkton s not i the vaults of Wincot Abbey. Wait
efore you exclaim against me. [ have more to say abo this.
Long efore e Abbey s urs, whon we v theancient

(the very suins of which b

- it fhape[ Whether inchos remot tmes the prcic-
tion against ws was known and dreaded or no, this much is
cAb

bey or on the smaller estte i Scotland) was buried in Wincot
vault, o mateer at what risk or what sacrifice. In the fierce
fighting days of the olden time, the bodies of my ancestors
who fell in forcign places were recovered and brought back
to Wincot, though it often cost not heavy ransom only, bue
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Lto bain them This supes
fyou plesse o call i 50, has mever died out ofthe family from
eha time to the present day; for centuries the suscession of
the dead in the vault a che Abbey has been unbroken — ab-
solutely unbroken — until now. The place mentioned in the
predicion as waitin to b flled is Stephen Monkon's place;

P
voice ofthe dead. As surely s i v it 1 enovw that ehey bave
1t b o the round wers b G

Hestapped meblor coul e wordn semonstanee

coward which his eyes o
“Lcan guess what you want to ask me,” he exclaimed, stern-
Iy and loudly;“you want toask me how I can be mad enough to

toawe the most ignorant hearers,Lanswer” at those words his
voice sunk suddenly to 1 whisper), " answer, because Stepher:
Monkton bl ands her t s momendconing e 1
it s e and bttt ok vt shastly
from bis face as he confionted me, whether it was that | had
never bitherto fairly believed in the reports about his mad-
s, and that the convietion of their truth now forced itelf
meon asudnnow ot but Sl m bood curding
ke,

les ot 1 e i b e
oo syl
he

 on, in the same whispering voice,
e gure of drk complesoned man sanding up with i
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head uncovered One of his hands, sl clutching a pisol, has

his mouth, The spasm of mortalagony convulses his eatures;
bue 1 know them forthe features of a sarthy man who twice
frightencd me by taking me up n bis arms when [ was a child
¢ Winio bbey. Lk the s et who st
wras, and they told me it was my uncle, Stephen Monkeon,
Pt he st s g s b o ¢ Yo
it the death-glar i i great black eyes; and so have | ever
seen him, since the moment when he was shot; at home and
abroad, waking or sleeping, day and night, we are always to-
gether, wherever | go”

His whispering tones sank into almost inaudible murmur-

expression of his eyes, | suspected that he ws spesking to the
apparition.If 1 had beheld it myselfat that momen, it would
been, 1 hink,a less horrible sight to witnessthan to see
him,as saw him now, muttering inartculately at vacancy. My
Lcould .
sible by what had passed. A vague dread of being near hims in
his present mood came over me, and I moved back a step or
o
He noticed th
“Don't go! pray — pray don'tgo! Have | alarmed you? Don'c
you believe me? Do the lights mke your eyes ache? [ only
asked you to sit in he glare of the candles because | could
ot bear o se the lght that always shines from che phantom
thereat a8 you sat i the shadow. Do

son instantly.

50— don'tleave me yet”
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There was an utter forlornness, an unspeakable misery in
his b 3

possesion by the simple process of first movin me o piy.
resumed my chai, and said that | wouldstay with bis s long
s e wishee

“Thank you a thousand times. You are patience and kind-
e said,going back to is former place and resum.
g is former gentleness of manner. “Now that 1 have got

nesstse

wherever [ go, | think | can tel you cabuly all that remains
be told. You see,2s 1 said, my Uncle Stephen” he turned
away his head quickly, and looked down at the table as the
d hislips — -

cot whill T was a child, and on both occasions frightened me
dreadfully.He only took me up in his arms and spoke to me
very kindl,as Lafterward heard, or b — but he terrified me,
nevereheless. Perhaps L was at his great stature, his
Svarhy ompleson, and hischick Wack bt and mstache
as other children might have been; perhaps the mere sight of
him had some serange influence on me which | could no then
understand and cammot now explain, However it was, | used

drem of him long afer he had gone avay. and o fancy
thiat he s steling on me to catch me up in his arms when-
ever | was left in the dark The servants who took care of me
found this out, and wsed to threaten me with my Uncle Ste-
‘phen whenever I was perverse and difficul to manage. As 1
rew up, sl retained my vague dread and abhorrence of our
absent reltive. L abvays listened intently,yet without know-
g why, whenever his name was mentioned by my father or
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my mother — listened with an unaccountable presentiment
that something terrible had happened to him, or was about
appen to me. This feeling only changed when 1 was left

curiosity which had begun to grow on me, rather before that
time, about the origin ofthe ancient propheey predicting the
extinction of our race. Are you following me?”
“Lfollow every word with the closest attention.”
ou st ko, et nd s G ot some g
shyme in which the prop

opposie this quotation had been pasted a rude old wood-cut,
representing 2 dark-haired man, whose face was so strangely
like what | remembered of my Unele Stephen that the portraic
absolutely startled me. When @ asked my facher about s — ¢
was then just before his death — he ither knew, or pretend-
ed to know, nothing of it; and when [ afierward mentioned
the prediction he fecfuly changed ehe subjct It was ust the
same wich our chaplain when | spoke to him. He st the por-
tait had been done centuies before my uncle was bor, and
called the prophecy doggerel and nonsense. [ used to argue
with bim on the latter point, askin why we Catholics, who
elieved that the git of working miracles had never deprted
from certain favored persons, might not just as well believe
that the gt of prophecy had never departed,either? He would
ot dispute with me; he would only say that | must not waste
time in chinking of such trifles, that 1 had more imagination
than was good for me, and must suppress nstead of excting

) my curiosty. | determined
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sectely to search throughout the oldest uninbabited part of
the Abbey, and to try i | could ot find out From forgotte
family records what the portrat ws, and when the prophecy
had been fist written or uttered. Did you ever passa day alone
i the long-deserted chambers of an ncient house?
“Never!such solitude as that s not atall o my taste
“Ab what a lfe it was when | began my search. T should
b

discoverie,such wid fancies
Tonged to that lie Only chink of breaking open the door of a

it o living soul had entered before you for near-
Ty a hundred years;think of the frst siep forward into a re-
sion ofailess, awful stillness, where the light alls fint and
sickly through closed windows and rotting curtains;chink of
the ghostly creakin of the okl floor tht criesout on you for
treading on t,step s softly as you will think of arms, hel-
mets,weird pestries of by-gone days, that seem to be moving
out on you from the walls as you first walk up to them in the

ach inthralling terrors,all be-

chem open; of poring over their contents il twilight sole on

Teave it, and ot being able to g0, s f something held you; of

and closing you up in obscurity within — only think of these
dhings, nd o i s cinaton ofspense
terror in such a life as mine was in those past

(T ok o igining ot e o bd emoh 5
s resuls,as T saw them before me now.)
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“Well, my search lasted months and months; then it was
suspended a lle; then resumed. In whatever direction [ pur-
sued it Lalways found something to lure me on. Terrible con-
fessions of pas crimes,shocking proofs of seeret wicked

that had been hidden securely from all eyes but mine, came
tolight S

ticular parts of the Abbey, which have had a horrible interest
of theit own for me ever since; sometimes with certain old por-
taits in the picture-gallery, which I actually dreaded to look
at after what 1 had found ou, There were periods when the
® thissearch of 4

give it up entirely; but | never could persevere in my reso-
Tsion th tempation o g0 o s crtan nrvals o
e the il
b o belonged to the i
the whole of the prophecy written in the blank lea. This irsc

<onds. I had discovered nothing hitherto of the idensity of the
mysterious portrait; but the same intuitive convietion which
hiad asured me of its extraordinary resemblance to my Uncle

‘connected with the prophecy, and must know more of it than
any one else | had no means of holding any communication
with him, 1o means of satisying mys
dea of mine were sight or wrong, until the day when my

how present ta me in this very roam.”
He paused for a moment, and looked at me intently and
suspiciously; then asked i 1 believed all he had said to me so
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. My instant reply in the affiemative seemed to satsfy his
doubts, and he wer

“Ona fine evening in February | was standing alon in one
of the deserted rooms of the western turret at che Abbey. lok:
g at ehe sunset, Just before the sun went down 1 elt a ensa-
tion stealing over me which i is impossble to explain. | s
nothing, heard nothing, knew nothing, This utter self oblivi-
on came suddenly; it was ot finting, for 1 did not fallto the
sround, did not move an inch from my place. If such a ching
could be, 1 should say it was the temporary separation of soul
and body without death; but al deseription of my siuation at
cha i s mpossbl.Cll my st st You il e o

catalepsy, | k

ey oo e indand by i
st Then I came o my senses again; an then, when | opened
iy eyes, there was the apparition of Stephen Monlton stand-

finely |
me a chis very moment by your side”
“Was this before the news of the dul reached England?

Taske:
“Two weeks bfore the news of it reached usat Wincot, And.
even when we heard of the duel, we i not hea of the day o

which you have read was published i the French newspaper
“The dat of that document, you il remember s February
224, and it i sated that che ducl was fought two days afeer-
ward. L wrate down in y pocketbook, on the evening when
T che phantom,the dayof the month on which it first ap-
‘peared to me. That day was the 24¢h of February.”

a
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He paused agein,as if expecting me tosay something After
the wonds he had just spoken, what could I say? what could |
think?

“Bven in the firs horror of irst sceing the appariion.” he
went on, “the prophecy against our house came to my mind,
and wih it the conviction that [ beheld before me, in that
spectral presence, the warning of my own doom, As soon as |
recoered a itl, 1 determined, nevertheless, o test the real-
ity of what 1 saws to find out whether [ was the dupe of my
own discased fancy or not. 1 lefi the turres the phantom lefe
it with me. | made an excuse to have the drawing-room at the
Abbey brillantly lighted ups the figure was still opposit
Twalked out into the park; it was there i the clea staright.
L went awvay from home, and traveled many miles to the sea-
sides still the tal dark man in his death agony was vith me

fier this | strove against the fatality no more. | recurmed to
the Abbey, and trid to resign myself o my misery. But this
was ot 0 be T had  hope that was dearer to me than my ovn
lifehad one treasure belonging to me that | shuddered at the
prospct of g, and whn th phantom prsece siond 3
hi

st hopthn my iy g i o could o Yo
1

hat s P —
Yes,ofien. | have some acquaintance myslf with Miss
Hmslc”
“You never can know allthat she has sacrificed for

e what | have elt for years and years past
his voice trembled, and the tears came into his eyes — “bus
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dare mot trust myself o speak of chat the chought of the okl
happy days in the Abbey almost brexks my heart now. Let me
et back to che other subject | must tell you that | kept the
frighttul vision which pursued me, atalltimes and i all phac

hiving inherited madnes from my family, and fearing that
an unfr advantage would be taken of any confesion that |
might mke. Though the phantom always stood opposite to

ofany person to whom | spoke, | soon schooled myselfto hide
from others hat 1 was Joking a i cxcept on rare oceasions,
ke i s el o Tt o o o

iy

ppui ‘and shuddered. T waited in silence till he had.
conteolled imslt.

“Think,"he went on, “chink of what | must have suffered at

betrothed wifel Think of my taking her hand, and seeming to

apparition!
angel-face and the tortured specter-frce being always together
whenever my eyes met hers! Think of this, and you will not
wonder that betrayed my secret to her She eagerly entreated
to know the worst ~ nay, more, she insisted on knowing it
e her bidding 1 told all, and then Left her fre o break our
engagement.The ehought of death was in my heart 25 | spoke

che parting words — deach by my own act, i life scll held out
afer our separation. She suspested that thought;she knew it

and never left me tll her good influence had destroyed it for-
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ever. But for her | should not have been alive nows but for her
Tshould never have attemped the project which has brought
s

‘Do you mean that it was at Miss Fimslie's suggestion that
you e o Naples?” Lasked, i asazencor

“Umean that what she ssid suggested the design which has

" heanswered.
phanton: had appeared o me as the ftal messener of death,
there was no comfort — there was misery, rather, in hearing
her say chat o power on carth should make her desert me,
and dhat she would lve for e, and for me only, through ev-
ery tial But it wa
Togeher abo the purpose which she spparion had come
o fulfill  fa different when she showed me
might be for good instead of for evi, and that the warning it
was sent o give might be to my profit instead of to my loss
A those v th o s whih st ops of e
came to me in an instant. | believed then, wht | beli
dha avea spematurl waran Fory rand ere I hat
1
Markwhat g T

there now by your side, warns e to esca cality
ih hangs e o and commando e would avoid
et buryshe wmbred dend el lovesand ol e
ests muse bow o that awil bidding The specter-presence wil

= different when we afterward reasoned

easth o cover i dare not return — 1 dare not marry 6l Lhave
iled the place that is empy in Wincot vault”

a4
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His eyes flashed and dilaced — his voice decpened — a fa-

Shocked and grieved as | was, | made no attempt to remon-
srate or to reason with him. It would have been useless to
have referred to any of the usual commonplaces about opti-
cal delusions or diseased imaginations — worse than uscless
o have attemped to account by natural causes for any of the
extraondiniry coincidences and events of which he had spo-
erted to Miss Elmslie, he had sid
e poor girl who
Toved him best and had known him longest of any one was
in bumoring his delusions to the last. How frichfuly she sill
clung to the belief that she could restore him How resolutely
was she saerificing herself o his morbid ncies in the hope of
a happy fuure chat might never come! Lile s | knerw of Miss
Elmslie the mere thought of her situation, as | now relected
on it made me fecl sick at heart
“They call me Mad Monkton!” he exclaimed, suddenly
breaking the silence between us during the last fow minutes,
“Here and in England everybody beleves Lam ot of my sens-
esexcept Adaand you.She has been my salvacion, and you will
be my salvation too.Something told me that when | first met
you walking in the Villa Peale. 1 struggled against the strong

o lomges when I s you to-night at the

i 1 the phantom
seemed to draw me on to you as you stood alone i the quiet
room. Tell me more of that idea of yours about finding the
place where the duel was ought. IF] set ot to-morzony to seck
for it myself,where must | go to rst? where?” He stopped; his

as
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srengeh wasevidently becoming exhausted, and his mind was
rowing confused. “What am | fo dof | can't remember. You
Keow everything —willyou not help me? My misery has made
me unable to help myself”

He stopped, murmured something about iling 1flw went
to the frontier alone, and spok s that
ight be o, then sied e che mame of “Ad’ bt
prononcingthe frst e, bis v herd,and, g
abruptly from me, he burst into tears

My pity for him got the better of my prudence at that mo-
ment, and without thinking of responsibilities, | promised at

for i whatever e asked. The wild triumph in

b cxprsion s b sarsd p and s hand ol

at 1 had better have been more cautious; but it was too

e ot ettt nd st The m et ting o 4o

was totry if | could not induce him to compose himselfa ltle,

and then to go away and think coolly over the whole affir by
myself

“Yes, yes” he rejoined, in answer to the few words | now
spokc to try and calm lim, “don'e be afraid about me. After
what you have sid, 1l answer for my own coolness and com-
posure under all emergencies. have been so long used o the
apparition hat 1 hardly feel i presence atall xcept on rare

Besides, 1

heart They are Ada's let-
ters 1 read them to calm me whenever my misforeume seems
0 get the better of my endurance. | wanted that half hour to

chem i to-night before you came, to make myself it to
see you,and 1 shall gothrough them again after you are gone;

46

Slaace nirchaca Imana tn DNE Convartar ar |


http://www.verypdf.com/tif2pdf/tif2pdf.htm

Please purchase Image to PDF Converter on |
MAD MONKTON

s0,0mce more, don't be afraid about me. 1 know Ishall succeed
with your help, and Ada shall thank you as you deserve to be
chanked when we get back to England.If you hear the fools
at Naples talk about my being mad, don's trouble yourself to
contradict them the scandal i so contemptible that it must
end by contradicting iself”

1left him, promising to return early che next day

When  got bck to my hotel, et that any iden of sleeping
afer allchat 1 had seen and heard was out of the questions so |
it my pipe, and,sittng by the window — how it refreshed my
mind just then to look a the calm moonlight!
what it would be best to do. In the fist place, any appeal to
doctors or o Alfedsfriends in England was out ofthe ques-
tion. 1 could ot persuade mysel that bis intellect was sufi-

ried to think

hich P ping,
In the second place,all attempts on my past to induce him to
abandon the idea of searching out his uncle’s remains would
be utterly useless after what 1 had incautiously said to bim.

fied i aiding bim o exceute his extraondinary purpose.
Supposing that, with my help, he found Mr. Monkton's
by, an took it back with him to England, was it rightin me
s to lend myself o promoting the marsinge which would
most likel follow these events — a marriage which it might
e the duty of every one to prevent at al hazands? This set me
thinking about the extent of his madness, or to speak more
mildly and more correcely,of his delusion. Sane he certainly

a7

Slaace nirchaca Imana tn DNE Convartar ar |


http://www.verypdf.com/tif2pdf/tif2pdf.htm

Please purchase Image to PDF Converter on |
WILKIE COLLINS

s on all ordinary subjects; nay, in al ¢he narrative parts of
it e had sid s e o i very vening e bad spoken

er men,with intellecs as clear as the intelectsof their mgy.,
bors had fancied themselves pursued by a phantom, and had

tion, It was plain that the real hallucination in the case now
before me lay in Monkton's conviction of the ruth of the old
prophecy, and in his idea that the fancied apparition was 2
supernatural warning;to bim to evade its denunciations; and
it was equally clear that both delusions had been produced,
in the frst imstance, by the lonely lfe he had led acting on 2.
which her
liable to moral disease by an hereditary aint of insanity.

Was his curable? Miss Elnslic who knevw him far better
than 1 did, seemed by her conduc to chink so. Fiad Lany rea-
som o ight to determine offhand that she was mistaken? Sup-
posing I refused to go o the frontier with him. he would then
mostcertainly depart by himsel,to commit all sortsof errors,

L

i m o vl s o sl s g
N i

plan e pr&umm\, el b ol

me. In this way | kept turning the subject over and over again

in my mind, being guie fre, et me add,from looking at it in

amy other than a practcal point of view. | frmly belicve:

derider of all ghost storie, that Alfed ws deceiving himself
2 b

the mews of Mr. Monkton's death reached England, and [ was

a8
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‘on chis aceouns; therefore, uninfluenced by the slghtest in-
fection of my unhappy friend's delusions when 1 at last firly
desided to accompany him in his extraondinary seatch. Pos-
sibly my harum-scarum fondness for excitement a¢ that time
biased me a ltele in forming my resolutions but 1 must add,
in common justice to myself,that | lso acted from motives of
real sympathy for Monkton, nd from  sncere wish toallay, i
Tcould, the ansicty of the poor girl who was sill so ichfully
waiting and hoping for i €ar away in England.

Certain arrangements preliminary o ous departure, which
1 found el bligd 10 make e second it vich

pnhmn P of everybody was of course
unbounded, and the nearly universal suspicion that | must
be 25 mad in my way as Monkton himself showe itself pretty

‘plainly in my presence. Some people actually ried to combat

my ecltion by g me what 8 shmeles prffgte S
Monkton had been — asif 1 |

st in hunting out h : el

any arguments of his sort my ind was made up,and Lwas as
obstnate then as L am now.

In two days ime | bad got everything ready, and had or-
dered the traveling carriage to the door some hours carler
chan we had originally sttled. We were jovially threatened
with “a parting cheer” by all our English acquaintances, and
Tehought it desirable to avoid his on my friend's accouns o
he bad been more excited, s it was, by ¢he prepasations for
the journey than 1 at all ked. Accordingly, soon after sun-
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s, without a soul in the stree to stare at s, we privately lefe
Naples

Nobody will wonder, think, that I experienced some dif-
fculey in realizing my own position, and shrank instnctively
from looking forward asingle day into the future, when I now
found myself starting, in company with “Mad Monkion,” to
hunt for the body of 4 dead duclistall along the frontier line

of the Roman States!
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CHAPTER V

1had setled it in my own mind ehat we had better mal

the town of Fond,close on the froncier, our headguarters,to

begin eith, and | had arranged,with the asistance of the em-

sy, e Ll cffishld fllo s o i, seurly

Besides our passpores,

niothe T hor.
1l

well urnished with lettersof ntrod:

e had money encugh a our command. ((h,mks o Monkton's

wanted to assst s all along our line of search. These
esouces nsured us every il o ackon provided vays
that we succeeded in discovering the body of the dead duel-
st But, in che very probable event of our failing to do dhis,

1had undertaken — were of anything but an agreeable na-
'

we posted, in the dazzling ltalian sunshine, lon the road o

We made an casy two days'journey of i for 1 had insised,
‘on Monkton's account, that we should travel slowy.
O the irst day the excessive agitation of my companion a
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a disordered mind than 1 had yet observed in him. On the sec-
dday b

calmly the newidea of the search on which we we: nd,
except on one point, he was cheerful and composed enough.
Whenver hisdad unch formedth subjc ofcomversation
he the old prophesy, and
under hemfenceafehe apparcionwhich he s, or thought
he suw aluways — in assertng tha the corpse of Stephen Monk-
ton, wherever it was,Layyet unburied O every other topic he
deferred to me with the utmost readiness and dociliy;on this
he maintained his strange opinion with an obstinacy which
st reason and persuasion alike at deiance.

O che thid day we rested at Fondi. The packing-<ase, wih
the coffn in i, reached us,and was deposited in 2 safe place

persised — on 1

knew the country el
tome that we had better begin by confiding th ¢ M\ objectof
our journey only to the most erustworchy people we could find

in one respecthe example o the ftal ducling-pay, by sart.
ing,carly on the morning ofthe fourth day,with sketch-books
st e ny et e of e
Aﬁunawlmg some hours i norcherly dircction within

p

e village far out of the track of tourists in gen-

ol pen o the sl importane in e lce
‘e he pris, and o him 1 ddreesed my it i
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g Monkton to await my recura with the guide. I spoke Ital-
an quite fluently, and correetly enough fo my purpose, and

but in spite of all the pains I took, I only succeede in fright
caing and bewildering the poor prist taoee snd mare with
T o him. T

a dead man seemed to scare bim out of his senses. He bowed,
fidgeted,cast his eyes up to heaven, and piteously shrugging
his shoulder »
he had ot the faintest idea of what | was talking about, This
was my et iz, confess L was wealk enough to fecl  lele
dispirited when I rjoined Monkton and the guide.

After the heat of the day was over we resumed our jour-

sy
About three milesfrom the village, the road,or rather cart-
& 1

s the
about six miles of. I we penetrated. beyond the convent we
should soon reach the Neapolitan frontier. The path to the

us t0 2 mall town where we could sleep for the night Now
e Roman teritory presented the frs nd et eldfor our
h .

over the widest part of the country we were sarting to explore,
and L was always for vanquishing the greatest diffculty firs;
50w decided manfully on turning to the left. The expedition
i which this resolution involved us asted a whole week, and
‘produced no results. We discovered absolutely mothing, and
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returned to our headquarters a¢ Fondi o completely baflled
that e did ot know whither to turm our seps nexe

1 was made much more uneasy by the effectof our filure
‘on Monikton than by the flure tsell Hisresolution appered
o break down altogether as soon as we began to retrace our
steps.

He hecame frst retful and capricious, then slent and de
sponding Finall, he sank into a lethargy of body and mind
that seriously alarmed me. On the morning after ous return
to Fondi he showed a strange tendency to sleep incessantly,

in his brain. The whole day he handly exchanged a word with

dfound leth
as v, His servant, who was with us, informed me that Alfred
hiad once or twice before exhibited such physical symptoms
of mental exhauston a5 we were now observing during his
father’s ifetime at Wincot Abbey. This picce of information
e me el easier, and lef my mind free 1o return to the
consideration ofthe errand which had brought us o Fondi
Iresoled to oceupy the time until my companion got bet-
terin prosecuting our search by myself. That path to the right
hand which led to the convent had not yet been explored.1F1
1

:
e night, and 1 should at least be able,on my return, o give

ganding the place of the duel had been cleared up. These con-
1
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asked where 1 had gone, and st out once more for the villige
st which e had halted when stasting on our frs cxpedition.
Intending to walk to the conven, | parted company with
e

them to go back ta the vllage and avsit my return,
Forthe firs four miles the path genelyascended through an
e ber dledme

decper and deeper among thickets and endless woods. By the

lsides and th
sky was shut out overhead by an impervious screen of leaves
and branches. 1 sill followed my only guide, the stecp path;
and in ten minutes, emerging suddenly on a plot of tolerably
clear and level ground, 1 saw the convent before me.
1t was a dark, low, sinister-looking place. Not a sign of
life or movement was visible anywhere about it Green stains
sreaked the once white fcade of the chapel in all dircetions.
Moss clustered thick in exery crevice of the heavy scowling
wal that surrounded the convent. Long lank weeds grew out
of the fissres of roof and parapet, and, drooping far down-
ward, waved wearily in and out o the barred dormitory win-
dows.The very cross opposite the entrance-gate, with a shock-
ing life-szed figure in wood nailed to it was so beset at the
e with cranim cestures,and ook 5 iy, enand
rtenallhe vy bt sy ok o
i bk handle b by e gt 1 -
pmqwj T R, | haly knew why - ooked up ¢
onvent agin, and then walked round to the back of the
building, partly to gain time o consider what [ had better do
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next, party from an unaccountable curiosity that urged me,
rangel o myeelf.fo sl | couklof he s he place
before |attempted to gain admission at the gate.
e back ofthe convent | Found an oo bl on
i

e mu\ helein e of s sids,
where in all probabiliy a window had once been. Behind the
outhouse the rees grew thicker than ever. As  looked toward
them | could not determine whether the ground beyond me
rose orfll — whether it was grase,or eatthy, or ocky | could
see nothing but the all-pervading leaves, brambles, frns, and
Tong grass.

Not a sound broke the oppressive stllness No bird's note
ose rom the Leafy wilderness around me; no voices spoke in

garden behind .

in the chapel-tower; no dog barked in the ruined outhouse

ibly. 1 began to fel t weighing on my spiits — the more, be-
cause woods were never fvorite places with me to walk in.
The sort of pastoral happiness which poets ofien repy

when they sing o life inthe woods never,to my mind, has half
the charm of i on the mountain or in the plain. When 1 am
in 2 wood, 1 miss the boundles loveliness of the sky, and the
dliciou safnes dhat disancegives o he carhly viow be-

th 1 f

arhen it gets imprisoned among leaves, and L am always aved,

E pleased
wit such  strange dim luster in decp places amons trees It
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ehe marvelous beauties of vegetation, but | must frankly own

¢ P
gerting out of i again s the pleasantest part of my walk — the
getting out on to the barest down, the wildest hillside, the
bleakest mountain top — the getting out anywhere,so that |
far as my

eye can reach.

After such 1 confession as 1 have now made, i will appear
surprising to 1o ome that | should have flt the strongest pos-
sible inclination, while 1 stood by the ruined outhouse o ze-
trace my st ind make the best of my way out of
the woodl. I had, indeed, actually turned o depart, when the
remembrance of the er rand which had brought me to the
convent suddenly séayed my feet It seemed doubtful whether
T should be admited into the bulding i 1 rang the bell and
more than doubtful, if 1 we hether the inhabitants
would be able to afford me any clew to the information of
wehich [was in search. However, it was my daty to Monkton to

et i, wh

Fehe convent i

simg at the gate-bell at all hazands

By the merest chance | Tooked up as | passed the side of the
outhouse where the jagged hole was, and noticed that it was
pierced rather high i the wall

1 stopped to abserve this,the closeness of the atmo-

sphere in the wood seemed fo be affcting me more unpleas-
antly than ever.

Twaited a minute and untied my cravat.
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Closeness? surely it was something more than that. The
s cven o il oy ol o my s
There was somme faint,indescribable smell londing it —

smell which I thought (now that my acention was directed to
i) grew more and more certainly traceable to its source the
nearer advanced o the outhouse:

By the time | had tried the experiment two or three imes,
‘and b made myselfsure ofthis et my curiosity became ex.
cited. There were plenty of fragmentsof sione and brick lying

boutme

below the hole, then mounted to the top, and, feclng rather
ashamed of what I was doing, pecped into the outhouse
“The sight of horror that met my eyes the instant | looked
through the hole is s present to my memory now as f | had
beheld it yesterday. | can hardly write of it a this discance of
time without a thril of the old terror running through me
again tothe heare
“The first impression conveyed o me, s | looked in, was of
 long, recumbent object, tinged with a lightish bive color all
el on testles, and bearing a certain hideous, half-
formed resemblance to the human fice and figare. | looked

forchead, nose, and chin,dinily shown as under a vil — there,
the round outlin of the chest and the hollow below it — there,
the poines of the knees,
ook gy et e sl My s o

s lgh o i hrogh the bken roof and 1
el s b by he e e ofthe by o
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head to foot, chat [ was looking at the corpse of a man — a
corpse that had apparently once had a sheet spread over it
and that had lain roteing on the trestles under the open sky
Tong enough for the linen to take the livid,light-blue tinge of
e ey whih o v
ow long 1 remained with my eges fixed on that dread

“gm o e, o tha tmblestrble ek o humanity
‘poisoming the sil air, and sceming even to stain the fint de-

end Tknow not.1 adull
distant sound among the tres, a5 ifthe breeze were rising —
the slow erecping on of the sound to near the place where |
sood ~ dhe e hlingll o desd esfon dhe copse
below me, through the gap
e of ke iy mergc,of relain ch heavy s
on my mind, which even che slight change wrought in the
scene | beheld by the flling leaf produced in me immediately.
1 descended to the ground, and. stting down on the hexp of
stomes, wiped away the thick perspiration which covered my
face and which | now became aware offor thefrst time. I was

house roof — and the

y lchatthey
were shaken now. Monkton's prediction that, i we succeeded
in discovering his uncle’s body, we should find it unburicd,
recurred to me the instant | saw he trestles and their ghascly
bunden. 1 flt assured on the instant that

man — the old propheey rectred to my memory — 2 strange

boding of il an
sor,as 1 thought of ehe poor lad who was awaiting my return
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tious dread, robbed me of my judgmens and resolution, and
Teft me when [had at s recovered mysel, weak and dizzy, as
i1 bad just suffeed under some pang of overpowering physi-
cal pin

Thastened round to the convent gate and ran impatiently
atthe bell — wited a itk while 1nd rang again — then heard

teps

In the middle of the gate,just opposite my face chere was
sl siding panel, not more than a few inches long; this
was presently pushed aside from within, | saw. through a bic
ofiron grating, two dull, light gray eyes staring vacanely at me,
and heard a feeble husky voice sayn:

“We live in a miserable place. We have nothing to show
travelers here.”

“Ldont come o see anyehing | have an important question
t0 ask,which I believe some one in this convent will be able
oanser fyou s ot willn o e mes s come cue
and spek to

The e v slovly b andan o Cpucin, ey
infirm, very suspicious, and very dirty,stood before me. [ was
frtoowckted and impatint t wastsany e in prftory

it outhouse, and what | had seen mm\‘,x s
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him,in plain terms, who the man had been whose corpse I had
cheld and why the body was lefe unburied?

“The old Capuchin listened to me with watery eyes that
owinkled suspiciously. He had a batcered tin snuff-box in bis
hand, and his finger and thumb slowly chased a few sattered
grains of snuff round and round the inside of the box allthe
time Lwas speking, When 1 had done, be shook his head and
sad: “That was certainly an ugly sight in their outhouse; one
of the uglst sights he fel sure, that ever 1 had seen in all my
jux

I don't want to talk of the sight” | rejoined, impatiently
“Lwantto know who the man was, how he died, and why heis
not decencly buried. Can you tell me?”

The monk’ finger and thumb having captured three or
four grains of smuff a¢ s, he slowly drew them into his nos-
il holding the box open wunder his nose the while, to pre-

b i ffed once
cel ly - closed ehe box — then looked at
with his eyes watering and twinkling more suspiciously than
before

“Yes? said the monk, “that's an ugly sight in our out-
house — a very ugly sight, certainly’”
e had mor iy kping my Grper iy e

disrespectful expression on the xuivyeu Smonka genem]
the ip of and

he old s opersing e Fortunatlyfor
him,1
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and 1 had a box full of excellent English snuffin my pocket,
arbich [ now prodiuced as a bribe. I v my st resource.

“1 thought your bos seemed empty just now” said ; “will
you try a pinch ot of mine?”

uthful alacrity of
esture. The Capuchin took the largest pinch | ever saw held

The offer was accepted with an al

out spilling a single grain — half closed his eyes — and, wag-
sing i hed ey, s me el he ok

b, my son,”said the monk, “what delectable snu! Oh,
my son’ and amiable raveler, give he spiicual fther who
Jove oy ot i i

Let me il your bor for you. 1 shall have plenty left for
myself”

The battered tin snufibox was given to me before 1 had

done speking; the paternal hand patted my back more ap-

provingly than ever,the feble, husky voice grew glib and elo-
quent in my praise 1 had evidently found out the weak side
of the old Capuchin, and, on returning him his box, |
imstant advantage of the discovery

“Excuse my troubling you on the subject again,” L said, b
have partiular reasons fo wanting o hear all that you can
tell me i explanation ofthat horrible sight i the outhovse’

“Come in,"answered the monk.

Hedrew me inside the gate, closed it and chen leading the
way actoss a grass-grown courtyard, looking out on a weedy
Kitchen-garden, shawed me into a long room with low ceil-
g, dirty dressr,a few rudely-<arved stall seats, and one o
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w0 grim, mildewed pictures for ormaments. This was the sac-
sy

“There's nobody here, and it nice and cool,” said the old
Capuchin [t was so damp that Tactually shivered "Would you
like tosee the chureh?” said ehe monk “a jewel of achurch, i
we could keep i in repair; but we can', Ab! malediction and
misery, we e too poor o keep our church i repair”

Here he shook his head and began Fmbling with a large
bunch of keys

“Never mind the church now” said L “Can you,or can you
ot tell me what T vt to knov?

“Everything, from beginning;to end — absolutely every-
thing, Why, | answered the gate-bell — 1 always answer the
sate-bell here,”said the Capuchin

“What,in Heaven's name has the gate-bell o do with the
unburied corpse i your house?”

“Listen,son of mine, and you shall know. Some ime g0 —

some monchs ~ ah! me, Im old; Ive lost my memory; | don'c

ths - ab miserable me, what a very old,

old monk 1 am” Here he comforted himself with another
pinch of souff

ever mind the exact time,” said L “l don't care about

“Good,” said the Capuchin. “Now 1 can go on. Well, et
s say it s some months ago — we in this convent are all a¢
bkt — e rehed ks smof i i i
convent ~ we are at breakfast, and we hear fang! burg! twice

What are they shooting for? says Brother
Jeremy. Game, says Brother Vincent ‘Abal game, says Brother
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Jeremy. 1 1 hear more, 1 shall send out and discover what i¢
means! says the fther superior. We hear o more, and we zo
on with ou wretched brekfases

“Where did the reportoffrearms come from?” | inguired.

“Erom down below — beyond the big trees at the back of
the convent where there'ssome clear ground — nice ground, i
vt forthe ous nd it iy b dep
weare n these parts! how

sy dany”
Wl what bapened s e repor of e
“You shall hear. We are sill a breakfast, all silent ~ for
what have we to alk about here? What have we but our de-

tions, our kitchen-garden, and our wretched, wretched bits
of breakfasts and dinners? | say we are all silent, when there
comes suddenly such a ring a¢ the bell as never was heard be-
o
our bits — our wretched, wrtched bit! — in our mouths, and
stopped us before we could swallow them, ‘Go, brother of

very devil of a ring — a ring that caught us all with

mine; says the father superior (o me, go; it s your duty — go

o the gate’ L am brave — a very lion of a Capuchin. 1 slip out
on tiptoe — 1 wait — listen — | pull back our litle shutter in
the gate — Lwait, | listen again — I peep through the hole ~
nothing, absolutely nothing that I can see. L am brave — L am

e daunted. What do I do next? | open the gate. Ah!
sacred Mother o Heaven, what do [ behold lyin all along our
threshold? A man —dead! —a big man; bigger than you, bigger
than me. bigger than anybody in this convent ~ buttoned up
tghtin a fine coat, with black exes,string,staring up a¢ the
sky, and blood soaking throvgh and through the front of his
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shirt What do 1 o7 1 scream once — I scream twice — and run
back to the father superior!

Al the partiulars of the fatal duel which 1 had gleand
from the French newspaper in Monkton's room at Naples
securred vividly to my memory. The suspicion that 1 had fele
when I looked ino the outhouse became a certainty as | lis-
tened to the okl monkslast words,

o far L understand.”said | “The corpse | have just seen in
the outhouse i the corpse of the man whom you found dead
outside your gate. Now tell me why you have not given the

remiins decent burial”
“Wait — wait ~ wait.” answered the Capuchin. “The facher
superior hears me scream and comes out; we all run together
Iook at him close. Dead!

dead s this (macking the dresser wih bis hand). We Jook
again, and see a bit of paper pinned to the collar of his con,
Al son of mine, you start at that. | though I should make
you sart at st

1 had stasted, indeed. That paper was doubtless the leal

tom out of his pocketbook, and inseribe wich the statement
of how the dead man had lost bis life. I proof posiive were
seanted to identify the dead body, here was such prooffound.
“What do you think was writen on the bit of paper?” con-
tinwed the Caprschin “We read and shudder, This dead man
s been Lilled in 2 duel — he, the desperate, the miserable,
s died in the commission of mortal sin; and the men who
sav the Killing of him ask us Capuchins, holy men, servants
of Heaven, children of our lord the Pope — they ask s o give
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him burial OB but we are outraged when we read that; we
groan, we wring our hands, we turn away, we tear our beards,

“Wait one moment,” said 1, sceing that the old man was
heating himself with his narrative, and was likely, unless 1
stopped bim, o talk more and more flaenly (o less and less
purpose —“waita moment.Have you prserved the paper that
was pinned to the dead man's coat; and can [look at i’

“The Capuchin scemed on the point of giving me an an-
swer, when e suddenly checked himself. 1 saw his eyes wan-
der away from my face, and at the same moment heard a door
sofly opened and closed agrin behind me.

Looking round immediately, | abserved anocher monk in
the saeristy - a tall, lean, black-bearded man, in whose pres-

decorous and devotional to look at. I suspested | was in the
presence of the facher superior, and [ Tound that [ was right
the moment he addressed me.
“Lam the facher superior of this convent. he said, in quict,
sihtinhe e vl b sk,
dehe

clear tones, and looking

ow whv you e 50 partculrly

conversation, and [ wish ot
10 see the piece of paper that was pinned to the dead

The cooless with which e avowed that he had been lis-
teming, and the quieely imperative manner in which he pue
his concluding question, perplexed and startled me. | hardly
Enew at frst what tone T ought to take in answering him He
observed my hestation, and atributing it to te wrong cause,
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signed 1o the old Capuchin to retire. Humbly scroking his
ong; Furtvely consoling himselfwith a private
pinch o the elstable sl my vneralefend hufled

before he. anan.:.mx
“Now” said the fither superior, a5 coldly as ever, T am

wating i, oryous eply”
ol et he st ot words”sid L an-

h e "Tfind,to my

that there is an unburied corpse in an outhouse i
your convent. 1 believe that corpse to be the body of an Eng-
ioh gonth ducl 1
have come into this neighborhood with the nephew and only
relation of the slain man, for the express purpose of recover-

because | believe that paper will entify it to the satisfaction
of the relative to whom I have referred. Do you find my reply

mission to ook at the paper?”
“1 am satsfed with your reply, and see no reason for re-
fsing you a sight of the paper,”said the facher superior
1 have something to say first. In speaking of the impression
produced on you by beholding the corpse, yo wsed the words
“disgust’ and horror: This lcense of expression in reltion to
what you have seen in the precinets ofa convent proves to me
hat ou are out o the pale of the Holy Catholic Church. You
hive no sigh, therefore to expect any explanation; but I will
sive you e, nevercheless, s a favor, The sain man dicd, un-
absolved, in the commission of mortal sin, We infer so much
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from the paper which we found on bis body; and we know,
by the evidence of our own eyes and ears,that he was killed
o th etores ofthe s, ad i the ct of comiting

ing, the serct oot holy futher himsel
has urged on the fithful throughout his dominions by letters

signed with his own hand Inside this convent the ground is
consecrated, and we Catholics are not accustomed to bury the
outlaws of our religion, the encrmies of our holy facher, and the
violators of our most sacred laws in consecrated ground. Out-

diggers, and that the only bural with which we can have any
concern is burial with ehe prayers of the Church That s all
the explanation I think it necessary o give. Wait for me here,
and you shall se the paper.” With those words the father su-
perior left the room as uietly as he bad entered it

1had hardly time to think over ehis bitter and ungracious
explanation, and to feel a ltle piqued by the language and

superior recurmed with the paper in bis hand. He placed it be-
fore me on the dresser, and | read, hurriedl traced in pencil
the following lnes:

“This paper s attache to the body of the late Mr.Stephen
Monkton, an Englishman of distnction. He bas been shot in
2 duel, conducted with perfect gallantry and honor on both
sides. His body is placed at the door of this convent,to receive

ter being obliged to separate and secure their safety by -
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mediate lgh. |, the second of the shin man, and the writer
of this explanation, certify, on my wond of hoor a5 gentle-
man hat the shot which killed my principal on the instant
was fred fairly, in the strictest accordance with the rules uid
down beforchand fo the conduct ofthe ducl

(Signed) P

“F” I recognized easly enough asthe intial lettr of Mon
sicur Foulon's name, the second of Mr. Monkton, who had died
of consumpion t Pari.

The discovery and the identification were now complete
Nothing remained but to break the news to Alfred, and to get
permission o remove the remains i the outhouse 1 began al-
most to doubt the evidence of my own senses when | relec
vy bl st it i v bnd

plished.

“The evidence of the paper is desisive,” said 1, handing it
back. “There can be no doub that the remains in the outhouse
are the remains of which we have been in search. May Lin-
quire if any obstacles will be thrown i our way should the
e M

the fumily burial-place in England?

“H s o g my st he G ofFond”
s he in a position to prove his relationship?
“Certainly; he has papers with him e place it be-
yond a doubt”
et i satisfy the civil authoritis of his caim, and be
necd expect o abstacle to his wishes from any one here”
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Tosas in o humor for talking a moment longer with my
sour-tempered companion than 1 could help. The day was
wearing on me st and, whether night overtook me or not, 1
s resolved never o stop on my return il 1 got back to Fon-
i Accordingly,aier telling the father superior chat he might
expest to hear from me again immediately, | made my bow and

hastened out of the scristy.
At the convent gate stood my old frend with the tin snuff-

bo,waiting to et me out.

Bless you, may son,” said the venerable recluse, giving me
“come back soo to your spiri-

a farewell pat on the shoulde

tiny,tiny pinch of che delectable snafl”
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CHAPTER VI

Ireturned atche top of my speed to the village where | had
leftthe mules, had the.
cecdedin gettng back to Fondi  ltele before sunset

While ascending the stairs of our hotel, T suffered under
the most painful uncertainty as to how I should best com-
municate the news of my discovery to Alfred. If | could not
succeed in preparing him properly for my tidings, the results,

al. On opening

imals saddled immediately, and suc-

with such an organization as his, might be
the door of s room, 1 elt by no means sure of myself and
when | confronted him, his manner of receiving me took me
50 much by surprise that for a moment or two, I lost my self-

possesion altogether.
Every trace of the lethargy in which he was sunk when |
hiad Tast scen bim had disappeared. His eyes were bright, his
s entered, he started up, and refused

my offered hand.

“You have not treated me like a friend” he sad, pas-
sionately; “you had no right to continue the search unless |
searched with you — you had no ight to leave me here alone
s wrong o trust yousyou are mo better than all the st of

them”
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by this ime recovered a liele from my frst astonish-
‘ment,and wasable o reply before he could say anyehing more,
s quit wseles, i bis present state 0 reson with bies
1o defend myslf T determined o risk everything,and bresk
my news to him at o

“Youwill

1, Monkton, when you know
that 1 have been doing you good service during my absence,
T said. "Unless L am greatly mistaken, che object for which
e have et Naples may be nearer attinment by both of us
than

“The flush left his cheeks almost in an i

i Some expres-
s i my face, or some tone in my voice, of which I was not
hid revealed o his nervously-quickened percep-
tion more than | had intended that he should know at frs
His yes fixed chemselves intently on minc; bis hand grasped
my arm; and he sad to me in an eager whisper
Tl methe et o e o o i
a5 100 late o hesitate  answered in the affirmative.
Buredorunbured?
His voice rose abruptly a he pu the guestion, and his un-
occupied hand fastened on my otber arn.
“Unburi
1 had hardly uttered the word before the blood flew back

and be busstinto a it oftriumpliant Lughter, which shocked
and startled me inexpressibly.

“What did 1 tell you? What do you say to the old proph-
ey now?" he cried, dropping s hold on my arms, and pac-
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On e sl Napls sl v
safe i s coffin!

when once I have got him

His laughter grew more and mere violent. | tried to quict
him in vain, His servant and the landlord of the inn entered.
h

0 out again. As | shut the door on them, | observed lying on
a able near at hand the packet of letters from Miss Elnuslic
which my unhappy friend preserved with such care, and read
and re-read with such unfailing devotion. Looking toward me
just when | passed by the table, the leters caught hiseye. The

his heart, secmed
overwhelm him in an instant at sight of the treasured memo-
rals that remvinded bim of his betrothed wife. His laughter

upin his band, Ioked from them to me for one moment with

‘on his knees atthe table laid his fce on the leters, and burst
into tears. et the new emotion have its way uninterruptedly,
and quited the room without saying a word. When [ retured
alfer a lapse of some ltle time, | found him sitting quietly in
his chair,rending one of the leters from the pack et which
rested on his knee.

His look was kindnes itel; his gesture almost womanly

his hand.

He was quite calm enough now to hear in decail all that
1had (o ell him. | suppresed nothing but the pasticulars of
the state in which | had found the corpse. | assumed no right

7
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of divection as o the share he was to take i our future pro-
ceedings, with the exception of insisting beforehand that he
should leave the absolute superintendence of the removal of
the body to me, and that he should be satisfied with a sight of
M. Foulon’s paper,after receiving my assurance that the re-

which we hiad been in search,
“Your nervesare ot o strong s i
‘and for

by of

m Teae o e e lndeshiy i ll e hav v 9
1
poscsion. Al bl s ll my functons oo
“Iuvant words o thank you for your kindness, he answered.
Norother ol e borne with me more affcomstel. o
helped me more patiently than you”

He stopped and grev thoughtfal,then occupied himselfin
tying up slowly and carefully the packet of Miss Elmslic’s lt-
ters,and then looked suddenly toward the vacant wall bebind

with that strange expression the meaning of which | knew
sowell Since we had lefe Naples L had purposely avoided excit-
g him by talking on the useless and shocking subject of the
apparition by which he believed himselfto be perpetually ol
Towed Just now, however, he seeme 50 calm and collected —
s0 litle likely to be violently agitated by any allusion to the
dangerons opi, it  ventured o speskont bldly

“Does he phanton sl appear 0 you, Lasked, “as i ap-
peared at Naples?

He looked at me and smiled.
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“Did 1 mot tell you that it folowed me everywherc?” His
ey wandered back again o he vcant spac,and b wene

somversation with som third person i the room, “We shll
i, slowly and sofly,“when the empty place i illed.
n met vl Then 1 shall sand wich Ada before th alar

el o
Saying this, he leaned his hend on his hand, sighed, and be-
gan repeating softly to himselfthe lines of the old propheey:

When in Wincot vault a place

Gravelssunder open sky,

Besgared of s feetof arth,

Thosgh lord of acres from bis bt —
Thatshallbe a crtain sign
Othendof ot .
Duindling ever fuster fser,
Dwindling to the lastleft master;
Fram mortal ken, from lightof day,
Morkton's race shall pass away.”

Faneying that he pronounced the last lines a litle inco-
herently, tried to mke him change the subject. He took no
notice of what | said, and went on talking to himself
‘Monktony's race shall pass away,” he repeated, “but
with me. The fatality hangs over my head no longer, | shall
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bury the unburied dead; bl il the vacant place in Wincot
vault and then — chen the new life, the ife with Ada” That
name seemed to recall him to imsell He drew s traveling
desk toward him, placed the packet of Jtters in it and then
amgoig o e oA el

news. Her happinss,
hen sh knows il b ven geser than mine”

Worn out by the events of the day, [ left bim writing and
went o bed 1 was, however,cither too ansios or to tired to
sleep. In this waking condition, my mind naturally oscupied
itsell with the discovery at the convent and with the events to

Ithoughs

on the future, 2 depression for which [ could not account
weighed on my spiics. There was not the sightest reason for
the vaguely melancholy forcbodings that oppressed me. The
remains, o the finding of which my unhappy friend attached
s0 much importance, had been traceds they would certainly
be placed at his disposal n a few days;he might take them o
England by the first merchant vessel that saled from Naples
i

<ot might result in making him 2 bappy man. Such consider-
ations asthese were,in themselves, ceréainly ot caleulated to
exertany melancholy influence over me; and yet, all through
the night,the same inconceivable, unaccornéable depression
weighed heavily on my spirits — heavily through the hours
of darkness — bervily, even when 1 walked out to breathe the
first freshiess ofthe early morning ai.

76

Slaace nirchaca Imana tn DNE Convartar ar |


http://www.verypdf.com/tif2pdf/tif2pdf.htm

Please purchase Image to PDF Converter on |
MAD MONKTON

With the day came the all-engrossing business of opening
negotiations with the authorities,
Only chose who have had to deal ith Ilian offcals can
mgin b ous pene s el byevry e i vhors
 came n contact. We were bandicd about from one author-
o o the o, wee s, rov-grctionel, mysifcd -

bi
dab

manner possible Afer our firt day’s experience ofoffcal lfe
i Haly, left the absurd formalites, which we had no choice
but to perform, o be accomplished by Alfid alone, and ap-
sty therellysrions geton ofhov the e
in the convent outhouse w safely removed.

T b pla hat s ol it v 03
friend in Rome, where | knew that it was  custom to embalm
thebodisoighdgnisgimaftheClonch md s o

e h chemical assistanc
amemergnsy bt b oined | sl syt
hat the removal of the body was imperative, then described
e somditon i which 1 o 5, engaged tht 0
expense on our part should be spared if the right person or
persons could be found to help us. Here,again, more diffcul-
ties interposed themselves, and more useless formalicis were
erance, and

money triumphed, and two men came expressly from Rome to
undertake che dutis we required of ther.
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Itisunnccessary that 1 should shock the reader by cntering
into any detal i this partof my narmative. When [ have said
that the progress of d al
means as to allow of the remains being placed in the coffn,
and to insure their being transported to England with perfect
safety and convensience, | have ssd enouigh. Ater ten days had
been wasted in useless delays and difculties, 1 had the sas-
faction of seing the convent outhouse empy at st passed
through a fial ceremony of suff-txking, or rather, of snuff-
siving, with the old Capuchin, and ondered the traveling car-

i had elapsed

was so far suspended by che

since our departure ere we entered Naples successful in the
achievement of a design which had been ridicaled as wildly
impracticable by every riend of oues who had heard of

“The frs abject to be accomplished on our return was to
obain the means of arrying the coffn to England ~ by sea as
amatter of course All inguiries afer a merchant vessel on the

pointofa i
tory resuls There was only one way of insuring the immedinte

a vesel. Impatint to recurn, and resolved not o lose sight of
the coffin tll he had seen i placed in Wincot vault, Monikton
b ob-

tained The vesselin port which we were informed could soon-
est e got ready for sea was a Scilan brig and this vessel my
friend accordingly engaged. The best dock-yard artisans that
could be got were set to work, and the smartest captain and
erew to be picked up o an emergency in Naples were chosen
toavigate the brig.

7
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Monkton, after agein expressing in che warmest terms his
gratiude for the services | had rendered him, disclaimed any
intention of askin me to accompany him on the voyage to
England howe

Th

idences | had witnessed, the extraordinary discovery | had hie
ples, had made his one great

on since our first mesting in

Ishared none of his delusions, poor fellow; but it i hardly an

adventure to it end was as great as his aniety to see the cof-
fin lad in Wincot vault Curiosity influenced me, [ am afaid,
almost as strongly as friendship, when [ offered myself as the
companionf g hos
sl forEnlnd o and oy oo,
Forth s e snce ] had known i, Moo
1o b bigh sprs. H ke and e o a1l s of s
s, and Taughed at me for allowing my cheerfness o be
kot byt el Lmd sl o vk it
ofthat bl

depression under which 1 had suffered at Fonds. Ev&rthmg

it The captain was delighted with the vessel; the crew, Il

1al
felt heavy at heart, There was no valid reason that I could as-
sign o myslffor the melancholy that oppressec me, and yet |
struggled against it in vain,
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Late on our first night at sea,  made a discovery which was
by o mesns clbtl o resore my i hte sl
brium. Monkton was i the cabin, on the floor of which

o b placed e pcking e contining th cofn, and
was on deck The wind had fllen almost 0.2 calm, and | was
lasily watching the sils of the brig as they flapped from time
o time against the masts, when the captain approached, and.
drawing me out of hearing o the man at the helm, whispered
inmy car

mething wrong amon; the men forward. Did
Jou observe how suddenly thy all became slnt ot beore
sunset?”

o v i nd ol i

Bl altese boy on board,” pursued the captain,
hois 2 smare enough Jad, but a bad one to deal with. 1 have
found out that he has been telling the men there is 2 dead
body inside that packing-case of your friend's in the cabin:

My heartsank as he spoke. Knowing the superstitous rra-
tiomality ofsilors — of foreign salors especially — I had aken
care to spread areporton boad the brig,before the coffn was
shipped, that the packing-case contained  valuable marble
statue which Mr. Monkton prized bighly, and was umwilling

he

sight.
discovered tha che pretended st was a human corpic? As
1 pondered over the question, my suspicions fixed themselves
on Monkeon's servant, who spoke Italian fluencl

Tknew to be an incorrigible gossip. The man denied it when |
charged him wich betraying s, but | have never beleved his
denial to this day.

and whom
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“The litle imp won't say where he picked up chis notion of
his about the dead body.” continued the captain. “I¢s ot my
place fo pry into secrets; but | advise you to call the crew af,
and contradic the boy, whether he speaks the truch or not,
The men are a parcel of fools who believe in ghosts, and all
the rest of it Some of chem say they would never have signed
our artcles i they had known they were going to sail with a.
dead s others only grumble; but ' afeaid we shall have
some trouble with them all in case of rough weather, unless
the boy is contradicted by you or the other gentleman. The
men say that if cither you or your friend tell them on your
words of honor that the Maltese i a iar,they will hand him
up o be rope's-ended accordingly; but that i you won', they
hiave made up their minds to believe the boy.”

Here the captain paused and awaited my answer. | could
give him none. | Felt hopeless under our desperate emergency
To get the boy punished by giving my word of honor to sup-
ot dis o vas o 0 be hught of ven or o

i this miseeable

morsent. Whs
e emained? None that | ould think of 1 fhankedthe
captain or his atcention toour nterests, old him | would ake
time to consider what course | should purs, and begged that
e would say mothin to my friend about ehe discovery he had
made. He promised to be silent, sulily enough, and walked
avay frons e

We had expected the breeze (o spring up with the morn-
ing, but 0o brecze came. As it wore on toward noon the 1t
mosphere became insufferably sulty, and the sea looked s
smooth asglass 1 saw the captain's eye twm ofeen and anx-
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fously o windueard. Far away in that direstion, and alone in
the bl heaven obsersed el bk cloud,nd ok ¢
would bring s any win

“More than we wan

he captain repled, shortly; and
then,to my astonishment, ordered the crew alot o take in
sail The exceution of this mancuver showed but to0 phinly

v ]
srumbling and murmuring among themselves, The captain's
manner, as he urged them on with oaths and threats, con-
inced me we were in danger. looked again to windvard. The
one litle cloud had enlarged to agreat bank of murky vapor,
‘and the sea at the horizon had changed in color.
“The squall wil be on us before we know where we a
said the captain. “Go below;you will be only n the way her
Idescended to the cabin, and prepared Monkton for what
was coming: He was sill questioning me about what  had ob-
served on deck when the storm burst on us, We fel the litle
rig strain for an instant as ifshe would part n two, then she
seemed to be swinging round with s, then o be guite stillfor

hurled us from our seats,  deafening crash, and a lood of wa-
We clambered, halfdrowned, to th

deck The brig had, in the nautical phease, "broached to."and
she now lay on her beam-ends.

Before | could make out anything distinetly in the horrible
confision except the one tremendous certainty that we were
entirel at the mercy of the sea, | heard a voice from the fore
past of the ship which stilled the clamoring and shouting of
the rest of the crew in an instant. The words were in ltalian,
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bue  understood their faal meaning only too easily. We bad
sprungaleak, and the sea was pouring into the ship's hokd ke

of mind in chis fresh emergency. He called for his ax to cut

directed the others to rig out the purps.
The words had hardly passed bis bps before the men
into open mutiny. With a savage look at me, their ringleader

broke

heand his messmates were determined o take to the boat, and
leave the accursed ship, and the dead man i ber, t g0 10 the
bottom together. As he spoke there was  shout among the
sailors, and 1 observed some of them pointing derisvely be-
hind me. Looking round, | saw Monkton, who had hitherto
ke close at my side, makiog bis way back to the cabin. | fol-
Towed him direstly, but the water and confusion on deck, and
the imspossibility, from the position of he brig, of moving the
et without the slow asistance of the hands, so impeded my
‘progress that it was impossble for me to overtake him. When
1had got below he was eronched upon the coffn, wih the
water o the cabin floor whirling and splashing about i
s the ship heaved and plunged 1 saw a warning brightness
i s on b hsck Lol nd
said to him
e s nohing it o i, Al bt b 00 s
fortune,and do the best we can to save our lives”
*“Save yours” he cried,waving his hand o me "for you have
before you. Mine is gone when this coffin goes o the

a forw
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bottom. If che ship sinks, | shall know ehat che ftality s ac-
complished, and shall sink with her.”

s that he was in no state to be rensoned wi
suaded, and aised myself again to the deck. The men were
cutting avay all obstacles 50 as o launch the longboat placed

per-

P
her side, and the captain,afr baving made a last vain exer.
estore his auch

The violence of thesquall seemed already to be spending slf,
and Lasked whether there was really no chance for us if
remained by the ship. The captain answered that there might
have been the best chance if the men had obeyed his orders,
but that nov here was none. Knowing that | could place no
dependence on the presence of mind of Monkton's servant,
1 confided to the captain, in the fewest and plainest words,
the condition of my unhappy friend, and asked if | might de-
‘pend on his help. He nodded his head, and we descended to-
sether to the cabin. Even a this day it osts me
of the terrible necessiy to which the strength and obstinacy
of Monkton's delusion reduced us in the last resort. W
compelled tosecure his hands, and drag him by main force to
the deck. The men were on the point of launching the boat,
and refused at fist to receive us nto:
“You coward” cried the captain,

“have we got the dead

the brig? Who are you afraid of when we get into the boat?”
“This sore of appeal produced the desired effect; the men
became ashamed of themselves,and retacted thei refosal
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Just aswe pushed offfrom the sinking ship Alfred made an
effort to break from me, but 1 held him firm, and he never re-
‘peated the attemp. He sat by me wich drooping head, sll and
silent, while the salors rowed away from the vessel; sill and
silent when, with one accord, they paused at a ltle distance
off and we allwaited and watched to s the brig sk stll and

silent,even when that sinking happened, when the laboring
hull plunged slowly into a hollow ofthe sea — hesitated. s ¢
seemed, for one moment, rose  litle again, then sank to rise

Sank with her dead freight — sank, and snatched forever
from our power the corpse which we had discovered almost
by a miracle — those jealously-preserve remains,on the safe-
keeping of which rested so strangely the hopes and the love-
desinies of two living beings! As the las signs of the ship in
the depths of the waters.

Ifele Monkton trembling all over as he sat close a¢ my side,
and heard him repeating to himself, sadly, and many times
over the name of “Ada”

1 tried to turn his thoughts to another subject, bu it was
wseless. He pointed over the sea to where the brig had once
been, and where nothing was lef to look at but the rolling

“The canpty place will now remain emspty forever in Win-
cotvaule”

Ashe said these words, hefixed hiseyes for a moment sadly
and carnestly on my e, then looked away, leaned his cheek
on his hand, and spoke no more.
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We ere sighted long before nightfal by a trading ves-
sel, were taken on board, and landed at Cartagena in Spain.
Alfred never held up his head, and never once spoke to me
of his onen accord the whole time we e

chantman. | observd, however, with alarm, that he talked of-
ten and incoherently to himsself — constantly muttering the
lines of the old prophecy — constantly referring to the faal
place that was enspty in Wincot vauls — constantly repeating
in broken accents which it affcted me inexpressibly to hear,

2

seain the mer-

land Nor were these the only causes for the apprehension that
I now felt on s account. Toward the end of our voyage
began to suffer from altemations of fever-fits and shivering-
fits, which | ignorantly imagined to be attacks of ague. 1 was
soon undeceived. We had hardly been  day on shore before
he became so muuch worse that | secured the best medical as-
sistance Cartagena could afford.For 2 day or two the doctors
differed, a5 usual, about the nature of bis complaint, but ere
Jon aming o diplyeddhensele. T el
i bis life s in danger, and told me that his

s was b v,

Shocked and grieved 25 1 was, | hardly knew how o net at
first under the fresh responsibiley now laid upon me. Lt
mately | decided on writing (o the old priest who had been
Alfred'stutor, and who, s  knew, stll resided at Wincot Ab-
ey, T told his gentleman allchat had happened, begged him
o break my melancholy news as gently as possible to Miss
Elmslie, 1nd assured his of my resolution to remain with
Monkton to the st
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After Lhad dispatched my letter,and had sent to Gibraliar
o secure the best English medical advice that could be ob-
tained, | fel that had done my best, and that nothing re-
mained but to wait and hope.

Many 1 sad and ansious hour did | pass by my poor frend's
bedside. Many a time did 1 doubt whether 1 had done right
i giving any encouragement to his delusion. The reasons for
doing s which i sggesel shselvest me afcr my it
interview with hin vever,on reflection, o be valid
ensons sl he only way of st his ek o Enland
and to Miss Elmslic who s pinin for that return, was the
weay Uhad taken, I was ot my alt that a disaster which no
man could foresee had overthrown all his projects and all
mine. But, now that the calamity had happenid and was ie-
reievable, how, n the event of his physical recovery, was his
moral malady to be combated?

When I reflected on the herediary taint in his mental or-
ganization, on chat firsé childish fright of Stephen Monkton

Tif that he had led atthe Abbey, and on his frm persuasion of
by which
s

prop

1 the series of striking coincidences which appeared o attest

it truth hid made a strong and Lasting impression on e (and
 how could a

. consti-

tutedas it was? I asgued with him, and he answered me, b
could I rejoin? IF he said, “The prophecy points at the last of
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he family:
ety e n Wincot vaul. here i steh an enpy phce
ther, . On the fuith of the prophecy I told you
i Sephen Monkton's body was anbured, and ou found
that i was unburied” — i he said this what use would it be for
me 1o reply, “These are only strange coincidences afer all?”
“The more I thought of the task that lay before me, if he
recovered,the more I eltinclined to despond. The offener the
English physician who attended on him sid to me, “He may
et the bester of the fever, but he has a ixed idea, which never
Leaves him night or day, which has unsettled his reason, and
s frend:

<an remove it” — the oftener 1 heard ehis,the more acutely 1
et my own powerlessness, the more | shrank from every idea

1had only expected to recive my answer from Wincot in
the shape of  leter. It was consequently a great surprise, as
well a a great relef, to be informed one day that ewo gentle-
men wished to speak with me, and to find that of these two
entlemen the first was the old prist, and the second a male
relacive of M. sl

Just before their armival the fever symptoms had disap-
peared, and Alfred had been pronounced out of danger. Both
the priest and his companion were eager to know when the
sufferer would b strong enough to travel The y had come to
Cartagena expresly totake him home with them, and feé fr

more hopefulthan | did of the restorative effcts of his native
aie After al the questions connected with the first important
pointof i been asked and answered,
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Iventured to make some inquiries afier Miss Elmslie. Her rel-
ative informed me that she was suffering both in body and
in mind from excess of nxiety on Alfreds account. They had
been obliged to deceive her as to the dangerous nature of his
illness in onder todeter her from accompanyin the priest and
hr relaion on their mission to Spain.

Slowly and imperfectly, as the weeks wore on, Alfred e
gaind something of his former physial strength, but no al-
teration appeared i his llness s i affeced his mind.
rom the very first day of bis advance toward recovery it
hiad been discovered that the beain fever had exercisd the

hisfacliesof memory. All ecollc-
b

ith Naples,with me, itk had dropped
s n emb

completely hid al ate circumstances passed romm his memory
ehat though he recognized the old priest and his own

easily on the first days of his convalescence, he never recog-
nized me, but regarded me with such  wistful, doubting ex-
pression, that 1 fel inexpressibly pained when 1 approached
his bedside. All his questions were about Miss Elmslie and
Wincot Abbey,and al his talk referred to the period when his
facher was yet alive.

“The doctors augured good rather than ill from this loss of
memory of recent incidents,saying that it would turn out to
be ten
pose of keeping his mind at ase. L tried o believe the ~ tried

feel :, lay came for his c,asthe

ol friends felt who were taking him home. But the effore was
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t00 much for me. A forcboding that 1 should never see him

again oppressed my heart,and che tears came into my eyes as |

saw the worn figure of my poor frend half helped, half it
1

toward home.

He had never recognized me, and the doctors had begged
that 1 would give him, for some time to come, as few oppor-
tunities as possible of doing so. But for chis request I should
bare s i o Enlad s s ohing i
remained for me fo do than to change the ind re
Tt could my emegios of bdy s i, derevd o

e not v toms b | i tem s el ol

impressions of the Alhambra and Madsid Once or tuice |
hought of making  pilgrimage o the Eas, but e events
It fied fecl

which we call “homesickness” began to prey upon my heart,
and I resolved to eturn to England
Livent back by way of Pari, havin settled with the priest
that he should write to me at my banker's there as soon a5 he
Idafeer Alfred

East the letter would have been forwarded to me. 1 wrote to
prevent this; and,on my asrival at Pris, stopped a the bank-
er's before | went to my hotel.

The moment the leter was put into my hands, che black
border on the envelope told me the worst. He was den

There was but one consolation — he had died calmly, al-
most happily, without once referring to those fatal chances
which had wrought the fulfillment of the ancient prophecy.

20
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“My beloved pupil” the old priest wrote, “seemed to rally a
Tl the frst few days afer his reeurn, but he gained no zeal
sirength, and soon suffered  slight relapse of fever Aftr this

s on e Lt dread journey. Miss Elmslic (who knows that 1
am writing his) desires me to express her decp and lasting
gratitude for all your Lindness to Alfed She told me when we
brought i bkt she v o b 3 is promisel

e o o e ettt ot ond
was clasped in hers when he died. It il console you
that he mever mentioned events at Naples, or the shipwreck
that followed thern, from the day of s eturn o the day of his
desth”

Three days afer reading the lette 1 was at Wincot, and
heard all he details of Alfed's st moments rom the priest. 1
felta shock wehich it would not b very easy for me to analyze
or explain when | heand that he had been buried, a¢ his own
desie, in the ftal Abbey vault

e pries took me down to see the place — a grim, cold,
sbtesanan bulding it a low roo Supporsed on heavy
s ches,

e o o o o st o s sl T ol

moved past them with a lamp in bis hand. At the lower end
of the place he stopped, pointed to 2 niche, and said, “He lies
ehere, berween his farher and maother.” | looked a lirtle fur-
theron,and saw what appeared at fist like 2 long dark tunnel.
“Thatis only an empty niche,” said the priest, following me.“If

o1
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the body of Mr Stephen Monkton had been brought to Win-
cot, his coffn would hiave been placed there”

A chill came over me, and a sense of dread which [ zm
ashamed of having felt now, but which 1 could not combat
then The blessed light of day was pouring down gayly a the
other end of the vault through the open door. | turned my
back on the empty niche, and hurried into the sunlight and
the fresh i

‘AsTwalked across the grass lade leading down tothe vault,
Theand the rustle of a woman's dress behind me, and turning
round, saw a young lady advancing, clad in decp mourning
Her sweet,sad face,her maner as she held out her hand, old
mewho it was in an instant.

“I heard ehat you were here.”she said, “and | wished — "
Hervoice fltered a lttle My heart ached as 1 s bow her lip
trembled, but before | cold say anyehing she recovered her-
self and went on: 1 wished to take your hand, and thark you
for your brotherly kindress to Alfrd: and 1 wanted to tell you
that Lam sure in all you did you acted tenderly and consider-
ately for the best. Perhaps you may be soon going away from
home again, and we may not meet any more. | shll never,nev-
er forget that you were kind to him when he wanted a friend,
and that you have the greatest claim of any one on earth to be
gratefully remembered in my thoughts as long as | live””

Theinexpressible tendemess of her voice, tremblinga lcle:
allthe while she spoke, the pale beauty of her fce,the ardless
candor in her sad, quiet eyes, so affected me that | could not
trust myself o answer her a¢ frs except by gesture. Before |
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had left me.

Tnever saw her again. The chances and changes o life kept
wsapart When | last heard of her,years and years ago, she was
faithful to the memory of the dead, and was Ada Elmslie still
for Alfied Monkion' ske.
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